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Italian Economy Swings Upward; 
Industrial Production Expands 


The Italian economy continued on an upswing, accompanied by a 
slight increase in the cost of living, in the second quarter. — 

Industrial production reached new highs, particularly in steel, pas- 
senger automobiles, and commercial shipbuilding; the unabated textile 
slump, especially in cotton textiles, gave rise to new demands for 


Government assistance, either in the 
form of export subsidies or an in- 
crease in the tariff rates; and the 
wheat crop, largely harvested before 
the full effects of dry weather set in, 
is estimated at 84 million metric 
tons—second only to the record 9 mil- 
lion tons in 1953. 

However, general lack of rainfall 
throughout Italy, followed by destruc- 
tive rains and hailstorms, resulted in 
forage crop damage. While the extent 
of the damage is not known, it is esti- 
mated as high as 30 percent of the 
crop. The quantity and quality of cer- 
tain other crops also have suffered. 

Exports took a slight upsurge in 
April as compared with 1954 and 
dropped slightly in May. Imports in 
the first 2 months of the quarter also 
increased over the comparable period 
of last year but not at the same rate 
as exports. Although there is some 
concern over possible adverse effects 
on trade as a result of convertibility, 
the new Prime Minister, Signor An- 
tonio Segni, stated in his first address 
to the Parliament that the Govern- 
ment will continue the liberal trade 
policies of previous governments, and 
a special effort will be made to increass 
exports to the maximum. The Gover- 
nor of the Bank of Italy, in his annua! 
address, also expressed the view that 
liberalized policies contributed to the 
high level of investment and the sta- 
bility of prices. 

While the Government has extended 
the 1951 temporary 10-percent reduc- 
tion of tariff schedules to July 14, 
1956, the financial press continues to 
report a proposal being studied by the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
which would not only remove the 10- 
percent reduction but increase the 
duty rates on practically all imported 
organic chemicals and mechanical 
equipment. So far, pressures for addi- 
tional protection have been resisted 


The approval of the objectives of the 
10-year development plan by the 
Council of Ministers of the Organiza- 





tion for European Economic Coopera- 
tion was favorably received and fur- 
ther public support of the program has 
been given by influential economic 
groups, notably Confindustria and the 
Bank of Italy. The bank expressed the 
view that the objectives of the plan 
could best be achieved by continuing 
current fiscal and monetary policies. 
Development Legislation Halted 

The adoption of legislation in a 
number of fields was delayed by the 
political situation. The Tremelieni 
Tax Bill and the Foreign Investment 
Bill made no progress during the quar- 
ter. The new government has prom- 
ised an equitable decision on the long- 
pending petroleum law, but has not 
amplified its remarks. A rent control 
law was adopted which provides for 
periodic increases in controlled rents, 
but no action was taken on agrarian 
contracts. 

The new fiscal year started with the 
Senate having approved budgets for 
only seven ministries, while the Cham- 
ber had approved none. To permit 
Government operations to continue, a 
law was passed in June giving the 
Government provisional spending au- 
thority until October 31, 1955. The pro- 
visional authority is based on the Gov- 
ernment’s budget requests and limits 
monthly expenditures to one-twelfth 
of the estimates for each ministry. 

In the labor field, the most impor- 
tant event in the second quarter was 
the further indication of a decided 
trend away from the communist- 
dominated Confederazione Generale 
Italiana dell’ Industria and toward the 
free unions. 

Announcement was made in the 
quarter of a $70-million International 
Bank loan and a $20-million credit 
from the Export-Import Bank. Fur- 
ther loans, particularly from Switzer- 
land, also are expected during the 
year. In addition, the inflow of foreign 
private capital into Italy seems to be 
increasing —Emb., Rome. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases ¢ 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business 
to details on export and import Teg. 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the bugi. 
ness centers of the United Sta 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg. 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham. 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—w hich have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 
Bldg. 

Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh &t. 
Bidg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bldg., West End Broad St 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bidg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple St. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone 








Marshall M. Smith, Acting Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $3.50 ($1 additional for foreign mailing); single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable 
to the Superintendent of Documents and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


Superintendent of Documents. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





—_ 


South African Economic Situation Bright 


The general economic situation in the Union of South Africa remained 
pright at midyear, and no immediate change was expected. rv 

The Union’s prosperity and progress were emphasized by the Minister 
of Finance and External Affairs upon his return from a trip to the 
United States and the United Kingdom. He stated that arrangements 


have been made for the flotation of a 
Government loan through a private 
pank in the United States toward the 
end of the year. Local press circles 
gave considerable publicity to the Min- 
ister’s visit to the United States and 
the United Kingdom and speculated 
at length on the possible effect of his 
discussions with financial authorities 
on a future increase in the price of 


gold. 


The Governor of the South African - 


Reserve Bank, upon his return from 
a European trip, described the Union’s 
financial position as being “sound and 
strong,” and it was expected that this 
view would be expanded and amplified 
when he reviewed the South African 
economy in August. 

The Minister of Economic Affairs 
has pointed out that during the past 
15 years the national income has in- 
creased at a rate greater than in any 
other country, except Canada and 
the United States. The lead in this 
development has been taken by sec- 
ondary industry, which has more 
than doubled its output since 1939. 


Domestic Market Expands 


The increase in national income 
has expanded the size of the domestic 
market, according to the Minister. 
Continued development, however, also 
must be based upon a growth of the 


external market for South African 
goods, especially manufactured goods. 
He also stated that the main em- 
phasis in export expansion should be 
Placed upon developing markets in 
other parts of Africa. 

Commenting on the need for in- 


creased exports in order to obtain a 


More balanced external payments 
position, he said that South Africa’s 
export promotion program has been 
hampered by high customs duties 
and other trading restrictions, es- 
pecially bilateral trade agreements. 
The General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) has been a help 
in this connection, but he implhed 
that the working of the agreement 


in practice is something less than 
what it should provide in theory. 
He added that the transport situa- 
tion has improved greatly and that 
continued progress probably would 
permit South Africa to improve its 
export position by the increased ex- 
port of the raw-material wealth of 


the country—chrome, manganese, and 
coal. 


Owing to the fixed price for gold in 
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contrast to rising prices for other 
commodities, he remarked, gold min- 
ing industry’s contribution to the na- 
tional income in real terms increased 
by only 10 percent in the period 1939- 


53, as compared with an increase of ° 


158 percent for manufacturing indus- 
tries, 141 percent for agriculture, and 
80 percent for the trading industry. 

The Minister said that “there is 
every reason for optimism and for ex- 
pecting that 1955 will go on record as 
a very prosperous year.” 

The import-control situation did not 
change at midyear. It appeared cer- 
tain that the Government would not 
grant any further quotas for con- 
sumer goods this year over and above 
the two allocations already made, 
which together equal 5314 percent of 
the 1948 imports. A detailed state- 
ment on import control is expected to 
be made by the Minister of Economic 
Affairs in September. 

When the South African Govern- 
ment began to prepare for the re- 
moval of import controls, it was 
pointed out that the execution of any 
plans to this end would depend upon 
future factors influencing the bal- 
ance-of-payments position. Since 
many of these factors cannot be fore- 
seen with any great accuracy, Gov- 
ernment spokesmen have avoided 
outlining any specific timetable for 
the removal of controls. 

The Minister of Economic Affairs 
stated that while the Government was 
interested in encouraging decentrali- 
zation of industry in South Africa, he 
did not possess the authority to tell 
industry where plants and factories 
should be set up. This, he added, was 





DEPARTMENTS 
Commodity News 4 
Economic Conditions Abroad .. 3 
Fairs and Exhibitions .... 17 
Foreign Government Actions 5 
U. S. Government Actions 28 
Utilities and Services . 20 
World Trade Leads 10 
World Trade Publications .... 19 











a matter for industrial experts to de- 
cide, and their decisions in the final 
analysis are based upon the availabil- 
ity of water, power, transport, and 
labor. He also said that the Depart- 
ment of Native Affairs should be con- 
sulted in matters affecting the in- 
dustry’s location since most of the 
needed labor would be native labor. 

Implicit in these remarks is the 
fact that the Government must see 
that the necessary factors of produc- 
tion, i. e., suitable sites, power, water, 
transport, raw materials, and labor, 
are available if any plan to influence 
the location of industry is to be imple- 
mented. 


Freight Rates Discussed 


The Government and representa- 
tives of the South African Conference 
Lines operating between South Africa, 
the United Kingdom, and the Euro- 
pean Continent began discussions 
about freight rates on South Africa- 
European routes, on August 1 in Pre- 
toria. Freight rates on these routes 
are subject to a contract and can be 
changed only with the consent of the 
Union Government. No general in- 
crease in rates has taken place since 
1951. 

The outcome of these negotiations 
is expected to have a significant ef- 
fect on shipping services between 
South Africa and Europe. The ship- 
ping lines allege that existing freight 
rates preclude the making of reason- 
able profits and should the existing 
situation continued they may be 
forced to decrease the level of their 
services. Their profits are decreasing 
because of increased operating costs, 
and the situation is such that the 
long-range prospect of replacing ships 
now in service is not bright in con- 
sequence of the excessively high costs 
of shipbuilding. 

The Government, it is understood, 
opposes a general increase in freight 
rates on the principle that it would 
increase the landed cost of imports. 
There is also pressure from special 
groups of exporters, such as fruit 
farmers in the Western Cape Province, 
against any increase which would di- 
rectly affect their products. 

It is anticipated, however, that the 
negotiators will be able to produce 
a satisfactory agreement, since it is 
believed that the Government rea- 
lizes that the country will get only 
the shipping services for which it is 
prepared to pay. ' 

The talks also will afford shipping 
lines the opportunity to express their 
views on the proposed Shipping Board 
Bill. This bill, which was introduced 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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Ceylonese Development Program Envisages 
Higher Production, Standard of Living 


A 6-year development program for 
agriculture, industry, power, transpor- 
tation, communication, social welfare, 
and administration has been drawn 
up by the Ceylonese Government. 

The plan, calling for the expendi- 
ture of the equivalent of $500 million, 
is intended primarily to increase the 
national output and the standard of 
living, a new Ceylonese Government 
publication giving details on the pro- 
gram states. 


The 510-page publication, Sir-Year 
Programme of Investment, 1954-55 to 
1959-60, explains that the Govern- 
ment, in drawing up the plan, was 
guided both by the need to bring 
about such an increase at a pace “suf- 
ficiently high to outstrip what is an 
almost exceptional rate of population 
growth and to eliminate the emer- 
gence of widespread unemployment,” 
while staying within the limit of do- 
mestic resources likely to be available. 

The Government’s estimated ex- 
penditures for the 6-year period would 
amount to 2,529 million rupees, of 
which foreign costs have been esti- 
mated at 771 million rupees (1 rupee— 
US$0.21) , according to the publication. 
Almost 77 percent of the total would 
go toward economic projects, 16 per- 
cent for social services, and the re- 
mainder for administration and de- 
fense. The distribution of funds ear- 
marked for economic projects are as 
follows, in millions of rupees: Public 
utilities, 838; agriculture, irrigation, 
and fisheries, 923; industry, 112; rural 


and village development, 57: and tour- 
ism, 12. 


Crops To Be Improved 


Measures to be taken in the agricul- 
tural sector would maintain and im- 
prove the production of export crops; 
increase the amount of land under 
cultivation with particular emphasis 
on nonexport crops; and augment the 
current yields of such crops as rice. 

Projects to accomplish these pur- 
poses include the rehabilitation of the 
rubber and coconut industries and aid 
to small tea growers; the provision of 
irrigation facilities, including 5 new 
major irrigation projects; land coloni- 
zation; an aerial survey of the island: 
promotion of modern agricultural 
methods; expansion of cotton and to- 
bacco cultivation; improved market- 
ing facilities; and further develop- 
ment of food canning and processing. 
A program for forestry improvement 
is included, as are plans for the de- 
velopment of inland fisheries, mech- 
anization of craft and equipment, 
and the construction of a fisheries 
harbor, refrigeration plant, and a by- 
products factory. 

Projects in basic utilities include 
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completion of the Colombo port de- 
velopment project; development and 
improvement of the ports of Galle, 
Kankesanturai, and Trincomalee; con- 
struction of roads, bridges, and cause- 
ways; improvement of the Ratmalana 
airport; and expansion of the island’s 
telecommunication facilities. Included 
in this section are the completion of 
stage IIA of the Aberdeen-Laksapana 
hydroelectric project, for which the 
International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development has granted a 
loan, and starting work on the follow- 
ing stage, including transmission 
lines. Installation of a new power sta- 
tion at Jaffna also is proposed. 
Private Industry Stressed 


The plan emphasizes the develop- 
ment of small-scale industries, and 
the fostering of suitable large-scale 
enterprises. The Government’s policy 
seeks to encourage activity in indus- 
try’s private sector. In large-scale 
industries, the Government intends to 
transfer present Government-owned 
industrial enterprises to the private 
sector, provide necessary basic facili- 
ties at low cost, and participate jointly 
with private capital, both local and 
foreign, in such enterprises as a tire 
factory, a textile spinning mill, an 
oil refinery, a sugar factory, a ferti- 
lizer plant, and an _ ore-processing 
plant for the production of ilmenite, 
rutile, and zircon. 

The Government has issued a white 
paper, outlining the country’s foreign- 
investment policy and welcoming pri- 
vate foreign investment. Expansion 
of cottage industries is planned. 

The publication states that a De- 
velopment Finance Corporation, to 
provide long- and medium-term loans 
for industry, is to be set up in the 
near future. 

Plans for the social services include 
expansion of existing and construc- 
tion of new educational facilities; de- 
velopment and expansion of hospitals; 
drainage, sewerage, and slum clear- 
ance projects; and alleviation of Cey- 
lon’s housing problems by the Gov- 
ernment’s construction of housing and 
the extension of building loans to in- 
dividuals and building societies. 

Administrative and defense expen- 
ditures are earmarked largely for the 
construction of Government buildings 
and the provision of new equipment 
and facilities in connection with the 
Government’s civil and military af- 
fairs. ' 

One copy of the Sizr-Year Pro- 
gramme of Investment, 1954-55 to 
1959-60 is available on loan from the 
Far Eastern Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
the Department’s Field Offices. 
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Draft Debts of Latin 


America Rise Again 


Aggregate draft indebtedness og 
Latin American countries to U. §, ex. 
porters increased in July for the 
fourth consecutive month, the Feq. 
eral Reserve Bank of New York has 
reported. Latin American indebted. 
ness rose $3.5 million, to $137.7 mi. 
lion, according to the bank’s monthly 
survey of the draft experience of 14 
large commercial banks. 

Drafts outstanding reported fo, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
and Venezuela were the highest singe 
the Federal Reserve Bank began its 
survey in 1947. Colombia’s reported 
draft indebtedness rose to $38 million; 
however, the increase was less than 
in previous months. The indebtedness 
of Brazil, Mexico, and Peru rose no- 
ticeably, while Cuba recorded the only 
important decline. 

The amount of new drafts drawn by 
U. S. exporters on Latin American 
importers during July was $36 million, 
$5.7 million below the June figure. Re- 
duced drawings on several countries, 
particularly Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, 
and Venezuela, were offset in part by 
a sizable increase in drawings on 
Mexico and by smaller increases else- 
where. New drawings on Colombia 
totaled $3.1 million, the lowest since 
February 1953, while those against 


(Continued on Page 27) 





Caribbean Commission 
Appoints Officer 


The Caribbean Commission 
has announced the appointment 
of Malcolm P. Hooper as trade 
promotion officer on the staff 
of the secretariat of the com- 
mission. 

The appointment of a trade 
promotion officer is in accord- 
ance with a recommendation of 
the Trade Promotion Conference 
for the Caribbean, held in Trini- 
dad, B. W. L., in April 1954. It 
was recommended that the com- 
mission publish more _ specific 
trade promotion data to assist 
trade promotion efforts at the 
local level. 

These data would include the 
publication of information on 
commodity developments; trade 
opportunities; lists of business 
firms, trade fairs, and exposi- 
tions; general country data; 
market reports; and specific ma- 
terial to aid in sales efforts. 
Mr. Hooper was selected to carry 
out this program. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
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Fr Morocco Establishes 
Textile Import Quotas 


French Morocco has established im- 
port quotas for textiles for a period of 
j year. The new quotas are for im- 
ports sans devises, or without alloca- 
tion of official foreign exchange, and 
for imports with allocation of ex- 
change. _ 

The quotas may be opened in succes- 
sive installments. 

Other quotas with an official allo- 
cation of foreign exchange, estab- 
lished by virtue of trade agreements 
or import programs, will, in principle, 
be in force for the period of validity 
of such agreements and programs. 

Foreign curency allocations remain- 
ing unused upon expiration of the 
import licenses will revert to the gen- 
eral foreign currency account. 

The new textile quota list, with 
French Moroccan tariff numbers for 
the various items, and amounts, shown 
in metric tons, is as follows: 


Quotas Without Allocation of Official 
Foreign Exchange 


A Ex-12-25-70, Wool yarn, pure or mixed, 
put up for retail sale, 60 metric tons. 

B 12-45-11 to 12-45-29, Fabrics, wool, pure 
or mixed, 300. 

C 12-45-51 and 12-45-52, Blankets and 
blanketing of wool, 50 


Dil) 12-47-11 to 12-47-24, Fabric, cotton or 
similar, plain, mercerized, or not mercerized; 
12-47-61 to 12-47-68, fabric, cotton, mixed with 
man-made fibers; 12-93-50, fabric, cotton or 
similar, printed; 12-93-60, fabric, mixed cot- 
ton, printed, 4,740 


D(2) 12-63-64, Boucle cotton fabric (terry 
cloth); 13-41-41, household linen of boucle 
fabric, other than bed, table, and drapery 
linen, 60. 

D(3) 12-49-10 to 12-49-20, Fabric of fibranne 
and other man-made staple fibers, pure or 
mixed; (a) fulled, (b) not fulled, plain; 12-93- 
8, fibranne fabric, printed, 1,200. 


E 12-47-80, Cotton blankets and blanketing, 
200. 


F 12-48-20 to 12-48-42, Fabric of rayon and 
other man-made fibers (continuous filament), 
pure or mixed, sheer or close-woven (foulards, 
ete.), plain or figured; 12-93-70, rayon printed 
fabric, 1,000 

G 13-13-21 to 13-13-23, Machine embroidery, 
other than with metal or metallic thread, 80 

H 13-43-12, Tarpaulins, hemp, cotton, or 
hemp and cotton mixed, 25. 

I(1) 13-47-12, Packing bags and sacks, new 
empty, of cotton fabrics, pure or mixed, 50 

1(2) 13-47-13 to 13-47-16, Packing bags and 
sacks, new, empty, of jute and typha; 13- 
M-21 and 13-47-22, packing bags and sacks, 
wed, empty; 12-53-11 and 12-53-12, fabrics of 
jute or similar fibers, plain, 2,800. 

J, Ex-13-53-23, Socks, synthetic fibers, pure 
Or mixed; ex-13-53-30, socks, wool, pure or 
Mixed; ex-13-53-54, socks, cotton, pure or 
Mixed, not mercerized; 13-54-40 and 13-54-50, 
underwear, knitted, linen, cotton, rayon, 
fbranne and other man-made fibers, pure or 
mixed: 13-55-30 to 13-55-60, garments, knitted, 
Wool, linen, cotton, rayon, fibranne or other 
Man-made fibers, pure or mixed; 13-56-30 and 
13-56-40, layette articles, knitted, wool, linen, 
cotton, pure or mixed, 390. 


K 13-61-11, Used clothing, 800. 
Quotas With Official Allocation of Ex- 
change 


Global Quotas for European Payments Union 
D(l) 12-47-11 to 12-47-79, Cotton fabric, 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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Britain Ends Newsprint Control 


After 15 years rationing and control 
of the number of pages which British 
newspapers may publish is to end in 
March 1956, the United Kingdom’s 
Board of Trade has announced. 

According to the announcement, the 
amount of home and imported news- 
print which publishers have been able 
to acquire has risen from about 650,000 
tons in 1953 to 720,000 tons in 1954, 
and an estimated 850,000 tons this 
year. Both the tonnage of newsprint 
available from overseas for 1956 and 
new domestic capacity are expected 
to be greater but still well below pre- 
war supplies. 


Users of newsprint will be allowed 
to import all newsprint that now 
seems likely to be available. Future 
arrangements for the issuance of im- 
port licenses will be announced later. 


Industry Skeptical 


The Board of Trade reports that 
during the years of control, the 
smooth working of the rationing sys- 
tem was due to the ready cooperation 
of the newspapers and the home 
newsprint mills with each other and 
with the Government. The ending of 
control, however, is expected to bring 
problems of readjustment, and an in- 
terval of 6 months is needed for news- 
print consumers and producers to 
complete necessary arrangements. 

Although the newspapers of the 
United Kingdom have for years cam- 
paigned for the ending of rationing, 
the reaction to the announcement both 
in the newsprint trade and the na- 





New Trade Directorate 


Formed in Iraq 


A new Directorate General of 
Trade has been established in 
the Iraq Ministry of Economics, 
in which the trade and commerce 
activities of the Government are 
centralized, including those of 
the former Directorate of Trade 
of the Ministry of Economics and 
the Directorate of Imports of the 
Ministry of Finance. 


The new Directorate General 
will be comprised of the sections 
on Foreign Trade, Domestic 
Trade, Registration—of trade- 
marks, patents, etc—and Ad- 
ministrative and Financial Af- 
fairs. 

No significant changes in 
policy or procedures have oc- 
curred or are now expected as a 
direct consequence of the re- 
organization.—_Emb., Baghdad. 











tional press has not been one of en- 
thusiasm. Both express agreement that 
because of the supply situation some 
sort of voluntary control will be neces- 
sary. 

All leading national newspapers, 
with but one exception, are of the 
opinion that rationing should end but 
that while world supplies of newsprint 
are still limited there should be a con- 
tinuation of some kind of voluntary 
rationing plan which the industry 
could operate itself without Govern- 
ment interference. Each paper, more- 
over, stresses the danger that the 
larger newspapers will be able to buy 
up all available newsprint, which 
might possibly force the smaller papers 
out of business. 

The Newsprint Supply Company, 
which controls newsprint supplies for 
the United Kingdom’s newspaper in- 
dustry, is of the opinion that it is 
essential that some form of voluntary 
newsprint rationing be continued, as 
the end of the control “does not mean 
that supplies of newsprint will be ade- 
quate to meet the demands.” The com- 
pany has already announced that it 
will continue its efforts to secure 
agreement on a plan to insure equi- 
table distribution, including provision 
for the needs of the small consumer. 
—Emb., London. 





W. Germany Sets Up Agency 
For External Restitution 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
has established an administrative 
agency for external restitution in ac- 
cordance with the provision of chapter 
5 of the Convention for the Settlement 
of Matters Arising Out of the War and 
the Occupation, as amended. 

The agency’s address is Bundesamt 
fuer aeussere Restitutionen, 63 Luisen- 
strasse, Bad Homburg v. d. H., Ger- 
many. 


The agency will have the responsi- 
bility of searching for, recovering, and 
restituting jewelry, silverware, an- 
tique furniture, and cultural property 
which was removed from territory 
occupied by Germany under the cir- 
cumstances specified in the conven- 
tion. The agency also will receive and 
render decisions on certain compen- 
sation claims with respect to property 
removed from territory occupied by 
Germany that was utilized, destroyed, 
or otherwise disposed of after identi- 
fication in Germany. 


Particular attention is called to the 
provisions of chapter 5 of the Settle- 
ment Convention placing limitations 
on the time for filing the various 
types of applications and claims with 
the agency. 
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Venezuela Enacts New Tax Law 


A new Venezuela income tax law 
enacted on July 26 and published in 
the Gaceta Oficial of August 8 will go 
into effect on January 1, 1956. 


When presented to the Venezuelan 
Congress last June the proposed law 
was characterized as one making a 
minimum of rate changes but aiming 
at clarification to enable easy inter- 
pretation by the average taxpayer and 
intending to inaugurate a system of 
collection and controls to stop tax 
evasion. 


Chapter V has been added to treat 
in greater detail taxation of income 
from mining and petroleum activities 
and activities connected therewith, 
such as refining and transportation. 
The normal tax rate on such income 
continues at 2% percent. 


Normal tax rates on income from 
noncommercial professions and from 
personal services earned by nonresi- 
dents—those living in Venezuela less 
than 183 days in any calendar year— 
have been raised to 7 and 4 percent, 
respectively, from the former rates of 
4 and 3 percent. 


Exemptions Changed 


Considerable change is made in the 
basic exemptions under the normal 
taxes (for earlier provisions see U. S. 
Department of Commerce publica- 
tion Investment in Venezuela—Condi- 
tions and Outlook for U. S. Investors, 
p. 143). 

Under the new law taxpayers re- 
ceiving annual normal tax income 
from any one or more of the business 
categories other than agriculture anc 
fishing totaling no more than 19,200 
bolivares will not be taxed on the first 
12,000 bolivares of their total normal 
tax income. This exemption will be 
applied first to those categories of nor- 
mal tax income to which the lowest 
rates apply. Taxpayers reeciving an- 





France Drops Compensatory 
Tax for Additional Items 


The French temporary compen- 
satory import tax was removed from a 
few additional commodities on Au- 
gust 4. 


Products affected include certain 
semifinished wood products, flax marls 
for spinning, glass ornaments, certain 
alloys, and fine carbon steel. 

This action, put into force by an 
order issued in France on August 4, 
follows an initial step taken by an or- 
der of June 22 toward a progressive re- 
duction of the scope of the compen- 
satory tax in fulfillment of French 
commitments under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and 
the Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 18, 1955, p. 12). 
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nual normal tax income from agricul- 
ture and fishing not exceeding 50,000 
bolivares are exempt from the 2-per- 
cent tax rate applying in that cate- 
gory on the first 30,000 bolivares of 
the income. 

Only one change is made with re- 
gard to the progressive surtax table. 
Formerly, the first 9,000 bolivares of 
taxable income were exempt from the 
surtax and a 1.5-percent rate applied 
to the first 1,000 bolivares thereafter. 
The exemption is now removed and 
the entire first 10,000 bolivares of 
taxable income is subject to the 1.5- 
percent rate. 


For purposes of the progressive sur- 
tax, however, natural persons are en- 
titled to an exemption on the first 12,- 
000 bolivares of taxable surtax in- 
come. In addition, they may now take 
the following personal deductions in 
computing surtax income: Man and 
wife not filing separately, a deduction 
of 4,000 bolivares; 3,000 bolivares for 
each dependent ascendant or de- 
scendant relative other than male 
descendants capable of working: 900 
bolivares for any other dependent; 
and within limits medical expenses 
and charitable gifts totaling over 5,000 
bolivares. Deductions can be taken 
only for dependents living in Vene- 
zuela. 





Mexico Removes Some Export 
Controls, Changes Duties 


Mexico has removed clay bricks and 
sheets, export classification No. 70-27, 
from export control effective August 
12, and export of clams and lobsters, 
classifications 10-41 and 10-42 
was prohibited effective August 13. 

Other actions 


Nos. 


L reduced export dutic 
on tortoises and dry, salted, or smoked 
fish, and established new specific clas- 
sifications for mercuric sulfide and 
anode sludges. 

The new duties for tortoises and dry 
fish, effective August 13, are as fol- 
lows, in pesos pér gross kilogram and 
percent ad valorem, with former rates 
shown in parentheses: 

10-51, Tortoises, not specified, 0.02 (same) 
and 15 percent (25). 

11-02, Fish, dry, salted, or smoked, 10 percent 
(25). 

The new specific classifications for 
anode sludges and mercuric sulfide, 
effective August 13 and 18, respec- 
tively, and the duties established 
therefor are: 

39-05, Anode sludges, derived from the re- 


fining of metals by electrolytic processes, 25 
percent. 
66-54, Mercuric sulfide or mixtures of me- 


tallic mercury and sulfur, 0.03 per gross kilo- 
gram and 5 percent. 


—Diario Oficial, August 12, 1955. 





Pakistan Controls Ships 
Carrying U. S. Cotton 


Ships carrying American cot- 
ton now are not permitted to en- 
ter the territorial waters of Pak- 
istan without permission from 
the Director of Plant Protection 
in Karachi. 

Permission must be applied for 
at least 14 days before the ex- 
pected arrival of the vessel. 

The regulation, put into effect 
by a Government of Pakistan 
notification effective July 13, 
applies to all ships carrying 
American cotton into Pakistan 
territorial waters, whether or not 
any of the cotton is to be off- 
loaded in Pakistan. 











Denmark Frees More 
Goods From License 


The Danish list of articles exempt 
from license requirements on import 
from the dollar and European Pay- 
ments Union areas was increased, ef- 
fective July 1, by the addition of seed 
oysters; flax seed; sole, crepe, and 
similar rubber; battery separators; 
steel balls; and a few other items. 


At the same time list of articles 
for which licenses are issued freely 
for goods from the same areas Was 
extended to include metal cutting 
machine t and other metalwork- 
ing equipment, such as forging ham- 
n )] es, and draw benches. 

In addition, licenses are to be issued 
freely for import of raisi from the 
dollar area, beginnir November 1. 
Imports of raisins from the EPU area 


ily receive liberal treatment. 
EPU List Expanded 


Effective July 1 a number of items 


were added to the EPU regional free 
list. These inclu tomato paste in 
large containers, dried peas, beans, 
and lentils, raw hides and skins, cork, 


tung oil, some steel products, complete 
motortrucks of a gross vehicle weight 
of up to 3 metric tons, motortruck and 
bus chassis, as well as parts for as- 
sembly of trucks and chassis of up # 
3 metric tons g. v. w. and parts for 
assembly of truck and bus chassis of 
over 3 tons g. V. wW. 

This expansion of the EPU regional 
free list increased Denmark’s overall 
‘PU liberalization from 76 percent to 
78.4 percent, on the 1948 basis, and 
complied with Denmark’s obligation 
to liberalize by July 1, 10 percent of 
EPU imports still subject to license.— 
Emb., Copenhagen. 





Philippine copra exports in July 
totaled 69,007 long tons, the largest 
monthly shipment so far this year. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Japan Lowers Income, 
Corporation Taxes 


The lower brackets of the Japanese 
income tax and the corporation tax 
have been reduced from 42 percent to 
95 percent on corporate incomes not 
exceeding 500,000 yen (US$1,389) and 
to 40 percent on amounts in excess of 
500,000 yen, under legislation enacted 
py the Japanese Diet on July 1. 

The principal reductions in the in- 
come tax are as follows: 


eThe basic exemption for the head 
of a household is raised from 170,000 
yen in 1954 to 75,000 yen in 1955, and 
to 80,000 yen in 1956 (360 yen=US 
$1.00). 

~eThe maximum earned income ex- 
emption is raised from 45,000 yen in 
1954, to 52,500 yen in 1955, and to 60,- 
000 yen in 1956. 

eThe maximum deduction for life 
insurance premiums is raised from 
12,000 yen for 1954, to 13,500 yen for 
1955, and to 15,000 yen for 1956. 

eInterest income including interest 
on loans, bank deposits, and bonds 
is tax-exempted. 

eThe withholding rate on dividends 
is reduced from 15 percent in 1954 to 
10 percent in 1955. 

eThe dividend credit of 25 percent 
is increased to 30 percent, that is, it 
is assumed that the corporation has 
already paid a tax on the dividend, 
hence the dividend receiver is entitled 
to claim credit for having paid a 30- 
percent tax on his dividend income. 


The income tax schedule for liability 
on net income is revised as follows: 


Tazable income 


Percent 1,000 yen _ - 
taz rate 1954 1955 1956 
Mites eso cttOe OVER. cccce 20 25 30 
SOUT ccveces 20 25 30 
SES Pere 70 75 80 
Kt) i. bsdos 120 135 150 
= ae a 200 250 300 
ae iP eoeoeves 300 400 500 
45 eS eee 500 650 800 
eee ..Do. 1,000 1,100 1,200 
55 PPicreen ck 2,000 2,000 2,000 
Dich asics Ee 3,000 3,000 3,000 
65 | See. 5,000 5,000 5,000 


the corporation tax, which are na- 
tional taxes, taxpayers are liable for 
payment of prefectural and municipal 
taxes. 





Dominicans No Longer Force 
Companies To Own Premises 


Business firms doing business in the 
Dominican Republic which have an 
annual net profit of $30,000 or more no 
longer are required to own the prem- 
ises on which they do business. 

Legislation requiring that firms must 
own the premises (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 17, 1955, p. 6) has been 
repealed, by law No. 4198, published in 
the Official Gazette of July 6, 1955. 


September 5, 1955 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Rhodesia-Nyasaland and Australia Grant 
Duty Concessions Under New Agreement 


Australia under a new trade agree- 
ment signed with the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland on June 30 
agrees to admit unmanufactured to- 
bacco grown or produced in the Fed- 
eration at a preferential rate of 9 
pence a pound lower than the rate 
of duty usually payable under the 
British preferential tariff—a conces- 
sion formerly applying only to South- 
ern Rhodesia. 

Australia also agrees to admit from 
the whole Federation the following 
goods at British preferential rates: 
Asbestos, chrome ore, fruit juices, 
tung oil, essential oils (citrus), and 
beeswax. 


On its part, the Federation grants 
the following concessions to Australia: 
Free entry with a margin of prefer- 
ence on the “most-favored-nation” 
rate for wheat, processed milk, tallow, 
xanthates of potassium and sodium; 
free entry of butter, cheese, fresh 
mutton, radio and wireless apparatus 
for aviation or public services, and 
agricultural machinery; a commit- 
ment to apply minimum preferential 
rates to various foodstuffs and manu- 
factured items of Australian origin; 
and a special duty rebate of 2% per- 
cent ad valorem on passenger auto- 
mobiles manufactured in Australia. 


The new agreement, designed to 
consolidate trade arrangements be- 
tween Australia and the three con- 
stituent members of the Federation, 





Egypt Clarifies New 
Drug Law 


“All pharmaceuticals put on 
sale in Egypt, imported or locally 
made, must be reregistered with 
the Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Health within the next 2 years, 
even if they were registered be- 
fore the issuance of law No. 127 
of 1955.” 

This statement is the Egyptian 
Ministry of Public Health’s in- 
terpretation of articles 59 and 90 
of Egyptian Law No. 127 of 1955 
Dealing with the Practice of 
Pharmacy and its amendment 
law No. 253 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 20, 1955, p. 9). 

The statement is a clarifica- 
tion of a question raised by the 
U. S. pharmaceutical industry 
regarding application of regis- 
tration requirements under the 
provisions of these laws, as 
transmitted by the Ministry to 
the U. S. Embassy in Cairo on 
August 13.—Emb., Cairo. 











was signed at Salisbury on June 30 
and will become effective on a date 
to be agreed upon. 


Federation Has New Tariff 


A new customs tariff for the Fed- 
eration of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
was Officially introduced in that coun- 
try on July 1. The tariff replaces the 
three separate tariffs formerly opera- 
tive in the constituent Federal Ter- 
ritories of Southern Rhodesia, North- 
ern Rhodesia, and Nyasaland. 


The new Federal tariff is construct- 
ed as a four-column tariff: Column 
A, providing for maximum rates, ap- 
plicable to countries having no trade 
agreement with the Federation; col- 
umn B, providing for most-favored- 
nation rates, which are applicable to 
the United States; columns C and D, 
providing for preferential rates to 
British Dominions, and to the United 
Kingdom and Colonial Territories, re- 
spectively. 


Part of the Federation is in the 
Convential Basin of the Congo, which 
under international treaty may not 
levy preferential duties. No preference 


will apply to goods destined for that 
area. 





Britain Limits Free Entry 
Of Advertising Materials 


The British Government has in- 
creased to 214 pounds the weight limit 
for printed trade-advertising mate- 
rial that may be imported by post 
free of duty and has extended this 
duty-free exemption to cover also im- 
ports made through nonpostal chan- 
nels. 


Formerly such material was exempt 
from duty only if imported by post in 
single copies or in a packet not ex- 
ceeding 8 ounces in gross weight. 

The new order gives effect to the 
provisions of article IV of the Inter- 
national Convention To Facilitate the 
Importation of Commercial Samples 
and Advertising Material. 





India Abolishes Export 
Duties on Jute Products 


The Indian export duties of 80 ru- 
pees a ton on jute sacking and 120 
rupees a ton on hessians have been 
abolished, effective August 1. 

This action followed the devalua- 
tion of the Pakistan rupee on July 21. 

Although no immediate increase is 
seen in India’s foreign market for 
jute products, the duty-free status 
for these items is expected to stimu- 
late domestic production. 
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Portugal Liberalizes 
Import of Dollar Goods 


Portugal has liberalized import from 
the dollar area of a list of 110 com- 
modities, following a decision of the 
Council of Ministers for Foreign 
Trade. 


No further explanation was pub- 
lished with the list, which appeared 
in the official gazette of August 6, 
1955, but it is generally understood 
that applications for import licenses 
covering listed commodities to be 
supplied by dollar countries will auto- 
matically receive approval. 


Items on the new liberalized list, 
together with their corresponding 
Portuguese import tariffs paragraph 
numbers in translation, are the fol- 
lowing: 


Live animals, 13; animal hair and bristles, 
15; animal products, n.s., 16; crude rubber, 62; 
hops, 81; vegetable ivory, 91; resins, 105; to- 
bacco, 110 and 111; petroleum pitch, 117; asbes- 
tos, 118; sulfur n. s., 128; gypsum plaster, 134; 
coal, 135-B; petroleum, noninflammable at or- 
dinary temperatures, 142-A; petroleum es- 
sences n. s., 144; bituminous preparations for 
paving, 145-A; infusorial earth, 146; aluminum 
and alloys, 150. 


Cast lead, 152; scrap lead, 152-A; copper in- 
gots and alloys, 156; steel scrap, 162; gal- 
vanized steel sheets, 163; galvanized wire, 165; 
tinplate, 165-A; enamelled steel sheets, 166. 


Organic accelerators for vulcanizing rubber, 
186-A; acetone, 191; boric acid, 198; alcohol, 
216 and 218; aromatic amines, 223-A; anti- 
oxidants for the rubber industry, 229-D; an- 
thraquinone, 230-A. 


Sodium borate, 245; calctum carbonate, 254; 
medicinal extracts n. s., 292; trisodtum phos- 
phate, 294-A; calcium phosphate, 296; furfural, 
298-A; gases n. s., 299; napthols, 313-A. 


Iron oxides, 323; paraffin, 326; peptones, 327: 
medicinal plants, 330; photographic developers 
and fixers for retail sale, 337: diazonium salts, 
339-A; subnitrate bismuth, 351; sulfanilamides, 
352-A: sodium sulfites, 364; vaselines, 379; 
potassium or sodium xanthates, 379-C; alumi- 
num in paste, 381-A; carbons n. s., 381-B; car- 
bon black, 390. 


Metallic cloths, 539; canvas for painting, 
558; alcoholic beverages n. s., 563; wheat, 592; 
fish and other preserved foods n. s., 615 and 
616; electric batteries and parts, 638; aero- 
meters, 661; carbons for electrical use, 671; 
sensitized plates for photography, 673. 


Compressors and pumps up to 200 kilograms, 
676-B: electric condensers, 676-C; collections 
of works of art, n.s., 705; parts for gas, electric, 
and liquid meters n. s., 707-B; ‘electric energy 
control, distribution and observation panels, 
718; ball and roller bearings, 718-C. 


Aircraft, 725-A: automobile chassis, 728 and 
730; automobile brake-lining and clutch disks, 
748-A:; watercraft for sport acquired by mem- 
bers of [stipulated organizations], 751; parts 
for railway rolling stock, 757 and 761; springs 


for vehicles, 762; parts for vehicles, 764-C, 
764-D, 764-F. 
Laboratory glassware, 847; specified other 


glassware, 849: dictionaries, 911; books, 915, 
916, 917, 918, 919; manuscripts and typescrints, 
922; carbines and shotguns, 945, 950, and 951; 
artificial teeth, 999. 


Phonograph records and sound tapes, 
card-punch business machines, 1009; motion 
picture films, 1013, 1013-C, 1013-D, 1014; photo- 
engraving plates, 1020; medicinal capsules 
1023. 


Electronic organs, 1026-A; electric lamps for 
heating, 1030; serums and vaccines, 1048; den- 
tal preparations for prosthesis, 1062; resistance 
coils for electrical heating apparatus, 1076-A; 
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smoking tobacco, 1083; electronic’ tubes, 
1089-A. 

The foregoing lists include all para- 
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S. Korea Alters Hwan 
Exchange Rate 


The new official exchange rate 
of the South Korean hwan has 
been set at 500 hwan to US$1. 

This rate, announced by the 
Government of the Republic of 
Korea on August 15, replaces the 
previous official rate of 180 hwan 
to US$1. 

The new rate will apply to all 
foreign exchange transactions, 
purchase of currency by the 
United Nations Command in Ko- 
rea, and, with certain exceptions, 
to the pricing of American-aid 
goods entering into the Korean 
economy. 











Dominicans Require Import 


Cigarettes To Be Inscribed 


Each cigarette imported into the 
Dominican Republic on and after Oc- 
tober 4, must bear the inscription 
“Republica Dominiciana” either below 
the trademark or on the opposite side 
of the cigarette. This requirement is 
in addition to the Dominican internal 
revenue stamp which must appear on 
the package. 

Cigarettes imported without the in- 
scription after the effective date of 
the new requirement will be seized 
and destroyed by customs authorities. 
The loss is to be suffered by importers, 
who will be subject also to the penal- 
ties established for contraband. 

In addition, the sale or simple pos- 
session in the Dominican Republic of 
foreign cigarettes not bearing the 
prescribed inscription will constitute 
smuggling and will be punishable by 
the penalties established for contra- 
band. For travelers, however, the only 
penalty will be seizure of the ciga- 
rettes. 


The new regulation, instituted by 
law No. 4196, was published in the 
Official Gazette of July 6 and became 
effective 90 days after publication. 





Pakistan Raises Export 
Duties on Cotton, Jute 


The Pakistan export duty on raw 
cotton has been increased from 90 ru- 
pees a bale to 135 rupees, effective 
August 23 (1 rupee=US$0.21). 

The duty of 60 rupees a bale on desi 
cotton remains unchanged. 

The export duty:on jute is increased 
to 4 rupees a maund (82.3 pounds), 
from a previous duty of 3 rupees. 





graph numbers in the printed list, 
but a number of groups of commodi- 
ties have been combined into a single 
description.—Emb., Lisbon. 
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El Salvador Cancels 
Some Duty Reduction; 


Certain duty reductions which 3] 
Salvador had extended unilaterally 
all countries with which it has Most- 
favored-nation trade agreements, jp. 
cluding the United States, despite de. 
nunciation of the original agreements 
in which the duty reductions were es. 
tablished, now have been canceled, 

Items affected henceforth will 
subject to duties at rates established 
in the country’s general tariff. 

These items with present general 
tariff rates, in U. S. dollars per 1H 
kilograms, and former preferential 
rates shown in parentheses are ag 
follows: 


Liquors of all kinds in containers of 1 lite 
or less, 75 (50.57). 

Liquors of all kinds in containers of over} 
liter, 175 (108.81). 

Mineral waters, 10.40 (8.01). 

Perfumes, toilet waters, 
holized, and lotions in ordinary containers, 
68 (36.01), and alcoholized toilet waters in 
fancy containers, 100 (36.01). 


Crackers of all kinds, dry and sugared, 3 
(24.81). 


Sugar, 51.40 (24.81) 


Bon bons, wafers, chocolates, 
sugar candies, 51.40 (29.29) 


Brandied fruits, 51.40 (29.29). 

Walking canes with handles of ivory, tor- 
toise shell, mother-of-pearl, silver or gold, 
with or without rapier, 660 (282.41); with ordi- 
nary handles, 330 (145.77) 

Unspecified rubber articles, 100 (50.57). 

Cigarette cases of unspecified materials, 10 
(50.57). 

Gold and gold-plated jewelry, 20 percent ad 
valorem (1,682.41). 

Buttons, gilded or silvered, 330 (145.77). 

Hats of wool or felt, not specified, 29 
(212.50). 


Hats of wool or felt, decorated, for women 
and girls, 370 (314.50). 


including alco- 


and other 





Straw hats, not specified, 250 (212.50). 


Hats of straw, palm, esparto grass and simi- 
lar fibers, decorated, for women and girls, 370 
(314.50) 


The reduced duties previously ap- 
plicable to these items originally were 
granted by El Salvador to France and 
Italy—those on the last four items 
to Italy—in trade agreements negoti- 
ated in 1901 and 1934, respectively, 
but allowed to lapse during World War 
II. They were later specifically con- 
tinued in effect under the terms of 4 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
negotiated with the Netherlands in 
1939. Upon effective denunciation of 
that treaty on June 26, 1952, the Sal- 
vadoran Government unilaterally con- 
tinued the concessions for all coun- 
tries with which it has most-favored- 
nation trade agreements, including 
the United States (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Aug. 11, 1952, p. 16). 

Other items covered by the original 
agreements with Italy and France 
continue subject to the preferential 
duties established therein.—Emb., San 
Salvador. 
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Venezuela, France To 
Continue MFN Trade 


A new commercial modus vivendi 
ed between Venezuela and France 
and effective on August 3, shows no 
change from the earlier agreement in 
the provisions of reciprocal treatment 
of commerce between the countries 
on a most-favored-nation basis. 
Venezuelan import duty rates are 
stabilized for the term of the agree- 
ment on French champagne; red 
and white wines; cognac; mineral 
waters; horn, bone, or shell combs; 
and hair-dyeing substances. 
France will adopt measures to make 
ible direct contacts between 
French importers and Venezuelan ex- 
porters of domestic products for the 
purchase of not less than 2,000 tons of 
coffee, 250 tons of cacao, and 2,000 tons 
of sisal annually. The expired modus 
yivendi contained the stipulation that 
the French Government grant neces- 
sary licenses and foreign exchange for 
the annual importation of 2,000 tons 
of Venezuelan coffee and 250 tons 
of cacao. The inclusion of sisal in the 
agreement will provide a better mar- 
ket for this Venezuelan crop, of which 
there is currently a surplus. 


The balance of trade between the 
two countries continues highly favor- 
ably to France. Venezuelan imports 
from France in 1954 were valued pro- 
visionally at 106,945,000  bolivars 
(US$32,084,000), compared with ex- 
ports to France of 56,633,000 bolivars 
(US$17,000,000). Imports from France 
in 1954 continued to consist primarily 
of cognac, wines, and iron and steel 
products. Venezuelan exports to 
France were chiefly crude petroleum 
and small quantities of coffee and ca- 
cao.—_Emb., Caracas. 


The new modus vivendi, which re- 
places an arrangement of March 20, 
1954, elapsed on March 20, 1955, is 
operative for 1 year, although it is 
subject to renewals for equal periods 
or to termination upon 3 months’ 
prior notice by either Government. 
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French Morocco... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


plain or figured, pure or mixed; 12-63-61, cot- 
ton velvet and plush; 12-93-50 and 12-93-60, 
cotton fabric, printed, 2,500. 


D(3) 12-49-10 to 12-49-30, Fabric of fibranne 
or other man-made staple fibers, pure or 
mixed, fulled or not, plain or figured; 12- 
93-80, fibranne fabric, printed, 1,800. 

Dollar Zone Quotas 


D(1) 12-47-11 to 12-47-79, Cotton fabric, 
plain or figured, pure or mixed; 12-63-61, 
cotton velvet and plush; 12-93-50 and 12-93-60, 
cotton fabric, printed; D(3) 12-49-10, 12-49-30, 
fabric of fibranne and other man-made 
(staple) fibers, pure or mixed, fulled or not, 
plain or figured; 12-93-80, fibranne fabric, 
printed; 700. 


K 13-61-11, Used clothing, 700. 


The new quotas, which went into ef- 
fect on April 1 and are to run through 
March 31, 1956, were established by an 
order of the Director of Commerce and 
Merchant Shipping in line with a resi- 
dential decree of March 24, 1955, es- 
tablishing an import-quota system for 
textiles (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Apr. 25, 1955, p. 8). 





South African... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


during the last parliamentary session 
but held over until next year, has 
been criticized sharply by shipping 
circles as granting extremely strong 
powers to the Government over the 
operations of shipping lines serving 
South Africa. 


Salary and wage increases for ap- 
proximately 100,000 railway workers 
were announced in July by the Min- 
ister of Transport. The increases 
will cost the Railways Administration 
£4 million this year and nearly £6 
million next year. 

In making this announcement, the 
Minister stated that he considered 
one of the main factors to be con- 
sidered in obtaining greater efficiency 
on the railroads to be a “satisfied 
and contented” staff. One of the 
more serious problems contributing 
to last year’s transport crisis was a 
shortage of efficient and well-trained 
workers. It is the opinion of many 
observers that personnel problems 
must be given as high a priority as 
expansion of rolling stock and im- 
provements to the lines themselves, 
if the South African Railways are 
to meet the needs of South Africa’s 
expanding economy. 

Also in line with this principle, the 
Minister said that the Railways Ad- 
ministration has launched an £18- 
million housing plan to eliminate the 
shortage of homes for railwaymen. 

The terms of the trade agreement 
between South Africa and the Fed- 
eration of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
were announced at the beginning of 
July. South African business and com- 
mercial circles have not received the 
agreement very warmly; the main 
criticism is that it does not further 
the eventual goal of a customs union 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Israel Relaxes Law To 
Encourage Investment 


The Israel Law for Encouragement 
of Capital Investment, passed in 1950, 
was amended by the Knesset (Legisla- 
ture) on June 20. 


The amendment further encour- 
ages investment in Israel by: 


*Adding to the types of investments 
granted benefits, investments 
long-term loans, in construction of 
buildings for rental, and in the sow- 
ing and planting of industrial crops. 

eReplacing several discretionary 
aspects of many benefits. 

ePermitting wider relief from in- 
come tax and greater possibilities of 
repatriation of invested capital. 

eIntroducing penalties for misuse 
of benefits granted under the law. 

Enterprises approved before enact- 
ment of the amendment can be cer- 
tified as entitled to the new privileges 
if the Director of the Investment 
Center finds that the program on 
which the approval of the enterprise 
was based has been implemented in 
full. The decision of the director may 
be appealed to the Ministers of Fi- 
nance and Commerce and Industry 
within 60 days. 


These Ministers also may order that 
some of the new privileges be made 
applicable to undertakings approved 
before passage of the current legisla- 
tion if they contribute to expansion 
of export, production, or essential 
services, regardless of whether the 
program on which the undertaking 
was approved has been fully imple- 
mented. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.—Emb., 
Tel Aviv. 





between the two countries. Most 
goods produced in the Federation may 
enter the Union duty free. On the 
other hand, most Union goods now 
are subject to duty upon entry into 
the Federation, some formerly having 
entered duty free. (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Aug. 22, 1955, p. 7.) 

Businessmen’s reaction to the 
agreement was that it would impair 
generally the Union’s trade position 
in the Federation market. They were 
of the opinion that the Federation 
was unwilling to continue the cus- 
toms union concept of the previous 
trade agreement and did not wish to 
limit the Federation’s freedom of ac- 
tion in evolving its own economic 
and political policies as a customs 
union would tend to do —Emb., 
Pretoria. 

















WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Iraq Asks Bids for Equipment 


The Development Board of Iraq has 
announced that bids will be accepted 
until October 15 for the supply and 
installation of air-conditioning equip- 
ment and for a complete boiler plant 
for the Houses of Parliament in Bagh- 
dad. (These invitations to bid were 
announced in Foreign . Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 6, 1954, p. 17.) 


The air-conditioning project calls 
for complete installation, including 
compressor plant and auxiliaries, con- 
ditioning equipment, fans, ducts, and 
insulation. 


Installation of the boiler plant will 
include hot and cold water and related 
piping services. 


Bidding documents are available, 
subject to a charge of 20 Iraqi dinars 
(1 Iraqi dinar—US$2.80), not refund- 
able, for each project from any of the 
following: Directorate General of 
Legal Affairs and Contracts, Ministry 
of Development, Baghdad; Office of 
the Architect, J. Brian Cooper, 177 
Corporation Street, Birmingham 4, 
England; and Consulting Engineers, 





Madhaya Pradesh Invites 


Bids for Water Tube Boilers 


The Madhaya Pradesh Electricity 
Board of the Madhaya Pradesh State 
government, Nagpur, India, has issued 
an invitation to bid on the supply 
and installation of two water tube 
boilers of 180,000 pounds an hour 
capacity each. The boilers will be 
installed at the existing Khaperkheda 
power station plant. Deadline for sub- 
mission of bids is November 21. 

Copies of the Specification No. Pro- 
ject/4 together with the conditions of 
tendering and tender forms may be 
obtained from the Chief Accounts 
Officer, Madhaya Pradesh Electricity 
Board, Hawkarwala Building, Chhind- 
wara Road, Nagpur. Price of the ten- 
der notice is 100 rupees (1 rupee—US 
$0.21). 





Ceylon Ministry To Purchase 
Textile Finishing Machinery 


Bids are invited by the Chairman, 
Tender Board, Ministry of Home Af- 
fairs, P. O. Box 552, Colombo, Ceylon, 
for the supply of textile-finishing ma- 
chinery and equipment for the De- 
partment of Cottage Industries on or 
before September 22. 

A copy of the official announce- 
ment, with specifications and the 
tender form, as available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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J. Roger Preston & Partner, 15 North 
Audley Street, London W. 1, England. 
Firms which submitted bids under the 
original invitation may obtain new 
bidding documents free of charge. 

Bids must be accompanied by a 
preliminary deposit of not less than 
5 percent of the bid, either in cash 
or by letter of guaranty from an ap- 
proved bank in Iraq. 

The board does not guarantee to 
accept the lowest or any bid. 





Development of Port 
Of Beirut Planned 


The Director General of Beirut Port 
Co. has announced plans, pending 
Lebanese Government approval, to 
proceed with the construction and 
extension of the port of Beirut. 

The project involves extension of 
the main jetty, building of new quays, 
and some filling work back of the 
quays. 

Engineering designs for the exten- 
sion have already been made by a 
French engineering firm, and the 
company has presented a report to 
the Government proposing that work 
be started immediately. 

Interested construction firms spe- 
cializing in maritime projects are in- 
vited to submit brief resumes of their 
capabilities and experience to Baron 
de Dumast, Director General of the 
Port Company, P. O. Box 1490, Beirut, 
Lebanon. A copy of the resume should 
also be forwarded to the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





India in Market To Buy 
Supply of Die, Tap Sets 


The Director General of Supplies 
and Disposals, Shahjahan Road, New 
Delhi, India, has invited bids for the 
supply of die and tap sets under ten- 
der No. P/SW2/2545-F/III. 

Bidders are required to submit ten- 
ders on prescribed forms to the Direc- 
tor General not later than September 
30. A copy of these forms, which con- 
tain detailed specifications, may be 
obtained upon payment of $1.47 from 
the Accounts Section, India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington 8, D. C. 





Transformer Substation To 
Be Constructed in Egypt 


The Cairo Electricity and Gas Ad- 
ministration has announced the open- 
ing of bids for the supply and erection 
of one 6.6/3.3-kv. transformer sub- 


—— 
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Surplus Iraqi Dates 


For Sale 


Ibrahim J. Saad & Fils, Bagh- 
dad, has been authorized to act 
as agent for the Date Associa- 
tion of Iraq, until September 15, 
for the sale of 55,000 tons of sur- 
plus dates carried over from the 
1953-54 and 1954-55 harvests, 
which can be used only for in- 
dustrial purposes or as cattle 
feed. 

After September 15, interested 
firms should contact the Date 
Association direct. It is reported 
that the Date Association, Bagh- 
dad, will consider signing a long- 
term contract with anyone de- 
sirous of having a guaranteed 
supply over a period of years. 











station at Helwan. The closing date 
for submission of bids is September 22, 

A copy of the tender documents and 
specifications is available for review 
on loan from the Bureau of the 
Egyptian Commercial Counselor, 2310 
Decatur Place NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., or it may be purchased for $8.61 
from the Electricity and Gas Admin- 
istration, Cairo, Egypt. 





Syria To Construct Second 


Main Drainage Canal 


The Director General of the El- 
Ghab Project Administration, Da- 
mascas has announced that bids will 
be received until October 15 for con- 
struction of the second main drainage 
canal in the Ghab region. Construc- 
tion of the main drain (A) was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
December 6, 1954, page 20. 

Bidding documents are available 
from the Ghab Project Administra- 


tion, or from the State Treasury, Da- . 


mascas, Syria, upon payment of 50 
Syrian pounds (S£3.575—US$1), pay- 
ment to be designated for the Ghab 
Project Administration. 





Indian Government Seeks 
Grinder-Polisher Machine 


Bids are invited by the Director 
General of Supplies and Disposals, 
Shahjahan Road, New Delhi, India, 
until September 30, for the supply of 
a grinder and polisher machine com- 
bined with an independent electric 
motor drive suitable for 440 volts, 50 
cycle, 3 phase a. c. 

Tender sets containing detailed 
specifications may be obtained upon 
payment of $0.42 from the Accounts 
Section, India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





——— 


Kuwait Seeks U. S. 


Supplies, Assistance 


The Trading Company for Con- 
struction and Development, of Ku- 
wait, has expressed an interest in 
contacting American manufacturers 
of steel pipe, machinery, and other 
equipment in connection with the 
ghatt Al Arab Water Scheme. 

This is a top priority project of the 
Kuwait Development Program entail- 
ing the piping of water from the 
Shatt Al Arab near Basra, Iraq, to 
Kuwait, a distance of approximately 
100 miles. 

Contracts are to be awarded for the 
supply and construction of 47- and 
49-inch seamless steel pipes, machin- 
ery, and equipment for booster sta- 
tions, water-treatment plants, and a 
pilot plant at the intake end of the 
line. 

In connection with current Kuwait 
development plans to provide the city. 
of Kuwait with fuel gas, the Trading 
Company also desires to associate it- 
self with an American manufacturer 
for bidding on approximately 112 
miles of 12-inch gas piping. 

Interested American firms are in- 
yited to contact the Trading Com- 
pany for Construction and Develop- 
ment, P. O. Box No. 45, Kuwait, Ku- 
wait, direct for full details of the 
proposed projects. ; 





New Zealand Calls for Bids 
On 20 Dewatering Pumps 


The Ministry of Works of the Gov- 
ernment of New Zealand has called 
for bids for 20 contractor’s certrifugal, 
self-priming, dewatering pumps, 
capable of delivering approximately 
3,000 gallons of water an hour. The 
closing date for submission of bids 
is September 26. 

A copy of the tender notice in- 
cluding specifications is available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the New Zealand Government 
Trade Commissioner, Dupont Circle 
Building, 1346 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. 





Egyptian Electricity and Gas 


Administration Seeks Cables 


The Cairo Electricity and Gas Ad- 
ministration will receive bids for the 
supply of cables for use by the Admin- 
istration until September 20, the Bu- 
reau of the Egyptian Commercial 
Counselor, 2310 Decatur Place NW., 
Washington 8, D. C., has announced. 

A copy of the conditions of tender 
and terms of contract is available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Counselor’s office. 


September 5, 1955 





Oil Acids Needed 
By Iran 


Price quotations—presumably 
c. i. f. Khorramshahr—for the 
purchase of 5 tons of distilled 
coconut- and palm-oil acids are 
sought by the Chemical Division, 
Plan Organization, Tehran, Iran. 


American firms interested in 
supplying these materials are 
invited to submit their offers di- 
rect to Dr. Morteza Rasa, Man- 
aging Director, Chemical Di- 
vision, Seven-Year Plan Organi- 
zation, Tehran, Iran. 











Two NATO Projects 
Open fo U. S. Bidders 


Two new projects in Norway and 
Turkey have been opened to U. S. 
bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding program of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported. 

The new project in Norway involves 
delivery of 4,500 meters of steel tubes, 
having an inside diameter of 4 inches, 
and an outside diameter of 4% inches, 
conforming to A. P. I. specifications 
grade B, with flanges and insulation 
materials. 

Interested firms should establish 
their intention to tender on or before 
September 7 with Forsvarets Bygning- 
stekniske Korps, Postboks 967, Oslo. 
The tender documents are expected to 
be distributed on September 14, and 
the due date for delivery of tenders 
is October 12. 


Additional details concerning the 
technical aspects of this project may 
be obtained upon request from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Prospective applicants who have 
not already done so should submit a 
resume of activities to the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division to permit 
prompt certification of interested 
firms. This resume should include: 
Name of contractor, address of con- 
tractor, form of enterprise—corpora- 
tion, partnership, or other—statement 
of financial capacity—amount of 
largest contracts for work or de- 
liveries recently handled by contractor 
—and statement of technical capacity. 


The Turkish project involves the 
supply and installation of radio link 
systems, including construction of 
buildings and laying of underground 
cables. Completed qualification forms 
must be in the hands of the Director 
General, PTT Administration, Ankara, 
by September 11. Copies of these forms 


Bids Invited for Cuban 
Hydroelectric Project 


The Primera Central Hidroelectrica 
Cubana (PRICHEC), under the pri- 
mary auspices of the Agricultural and 
Industrial Development Bank, Ha- 
vana, has issued invitations for bids 
for construction of the Hanabanilla 
hydroelectric project near Cienfuegos. 

The complete propect includes the 
excavation of tunnels, preparation of 
site, and related works; design, manu- 
facture, and supply of turbines, regu- 
lators, valves, and accessories; and 
design, manufacture, and supply of 
hydraulic turbine-driven, alternat- 
ing-current generators and acces- 
sories. 

Plans, specifications, etc., may be 
obtained from PRICHEC, Lonja del 
Comercio, or from the supervising en- 
gineers for the project, Knappen-Tip- 
petts-Abbett-McCarthy, 62 West 47th 
Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

Bids must be submitted before Sep- 
tember 14 and must be accompanied by 
a bid bond, in the form of a certified 
peso check on a Cuban bank, for 2 
percent of the bid for the excavation 
work, and 5 percent of the bids for 
the other two items. Refunds will be 
made to unsuccessful bidders. Bonds 
posted by successful bidders will be 
incorporated in contract performance 
bonds. 

Bids should be submitted to 
PRICHEC with a copy to the super- 
vising engineers. (The Cuban peso 
and the U. S. dollar are of equal 
value.) 





Government of Ceylon Wants 
Supply of Milk Products 


The Ministry of Health, Govern- 
ment of Ceylon, P. O. Box 500, Co- 
lombo, has issued invitations to bid, 
on or before September 20, for the 
supply of condensed milk, malted 
milk, and powdered milk foods for 
use in Government medical institu- 
tions. 


A copy of the tender notice, includ- 
ing specifications, is available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





are available upon request from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division. 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
Turkish project must be accredited 
for NATO infrastructure work. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, or from 
any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 
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Indian Lemon-Grass Oil 
Available for Export 


Lemon-grass oil, distilled from the 
leaves of the Cymbapogon flexuousus, 
grown in the Indian Province of North 
Travancore, is made available for the 
first time in quantity lots for export 
by a group of Cochin merchants. 

The oil has been used locally for 
medicinal purposes since 1890, but its 
production has now been placed under 
supervision of the Ministry of Food 

‘and Agriculture, which enforces com- 
pulsory grading. Specifications of the 
Indian Standard Institution place the 
minimum citral content at 75 percent 
by volume. Two grades, special, and 
grade A, are available for export. The 
former has a citral content above 80 
percent and the latter a citral content 
not below 76 percent. 


The oil has found increasing use 
in recent years as a base for inexpen- 
sive perfume. Perfumers are now re- 
ported to be using the oil for the 
preparation of ionomes, which have 
a much higher perfumery value than 
the pure oil. Lemon-grass oil is also 
being used in increasing quantities for 
the production of synthetic vitamin A 
compounds. 

A trade list of lemon-grass oil ex- 
porters in India is available from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any Department 
Field Office for $1. 


New Zealand Seeks 
Bids for Equipment 


The Ministry of Works of New Zea- 
land has announced that bids will be 
received until September 28 for the 
supply of 6 concrete mixers of 14/10 
and 21/14-cubic foot capacity and 12 
mixers of 10/7-cubic foot capacity and 
for 6 gasoline engine-driven immer- 
sion vibrators for use in concrete con- 
struction. 


The Ministry has also requested 
bids for the supply of 10 diesel crawler 
tractors of approximately 50 hp. com- 
plete with hydraulically operated 
loader. The deadline for the submis- 
sion of these bids is September 29. 

Bids are invited before September 
27 for the supply of 1 pontoon mount- 
ed ditch-cleaning machine, capable of 
cleaning drains of approximately 4 to 
15 feet wide, with banks up to ap- 
proximately 5 feet above water level, 
and 6 feet below water level. 

Copies of the tender specifications 
for these supplies are available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
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eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the New Zealand Government 
Trade Commissioner, Dupont Circle 
Building, 1346 Connecticut Avenue, 
Washington 6, D. C. 





New German Machine 


Directory Issued 


The 1955 edition of Who Makes Ma- 
chinery, the directory of the Associa- 
tion of Germany Machinery Manu- 
facturers has been made available by 
the publisher, Hoppenstedt Wirt- 
schaftsverlag GmbH, of Essen, to the 
U. S. Department of Commerce and 
its Field Offices. 

This directory contains a compre- 
hensive list of German machinery 
manufacturers alphabetized by prod- 
uct and by firm name for easy refer- 
ence. 

Copies are available for review in 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., or in any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 

The directory also may be pur- 
chased from Stefan W. Stillich, 10 
Burback Street, Yonkers 2, New York, 
N. Y., for $3.50 a copy including post- 
age. 





Luanda Government Calls for 
Bids on Gold Exploration 


The Department of Geology and 
Mines, Government of Luanda, Portu- 
guese West Africa, has announced that 
it will conduct a public tender for bids 
on the exploration of an alluvial gold 
deposit termed Chivolo in the region 
of Maiombe, Cabinda. Bids will be 
considered until September 27. 

Full details of the proposed project 


may be obtained from the Department 
of Geology and Mines. 





Egypt Invites Bids 


For Paper 


The Egyptian Ministry of Fi- 
nance and Economy has invited 
bids for the supply of paper re- 
quired by the Central Stores in 
the year 1955-56. The deadline 
for submission of bids is Septem- 
ber 15. 

A copy of the conditions of 
contract and specifications for 
the paper required is available 
for review on loan from the Bu- 
reau. of the Egyptian Commer- 
cial Counselor, 2310 Decatur 
Place NW., Washington 8, D. C. 











—— 


Rhodesia-Nyasaland 


To Build Powerhouse 


The Federal Hydro-Electric 
1 Park Street, Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, has invited tenders for the 
main civil engineering work on the 
Kariba scheme of hydroelectric works 
on the Zambesi River about 40 miles 
upstream from Chirundu. 

The work will consist of a large con- 
crete arch dam with spillway acrogs 
the gorge, excavation and constuction 
of an underground power house with 
intakes and tail race tunnels, shafts, 
and other ancillary works. Work is 
expected to begin in mid-1956 and to 
be substantially complete by the end 
of 1960. 

Contractors interested in tendering 
will be required to submit full details 
of their qualifications and experience 
by November 25. 

Preliminary documents and draw- 
ings outlining the work involved are 
available from the Secretary of the 
Hydro-Electric Board or from Sir Alex- 
ander Gibb and Partners, Consulting 
Engineers, Queen Anne’s Lodge, Lon- 
don S. W. 1, England. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able to firms domiciled in the United 
States in specific instances as indi- 
cated by symbol (*), on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
ao, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France—A. & R. Barriere Freres 
(wholesaler, exporter), 45 Cours du 
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— 


Medoc, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to 
export direct or through agent very 
good to excellent qualities Bordeaux 
classified and vintage wines, red and 
white, in 75-centiliter glass bottles and 
casks; also Burgundy wines, red and 
white. Firm wishes to be placed in 
contact with potential importers in 
the entire United States, with the ex- 
ception of the New England States, 
middle west, Louisiana, and Texas 
where business negotiations have al- 
ready been initiated. 


France — Armagnacs Ducastaing 
(distiller, wholesaler, exporter), Vic- 
Fezensac, Gers, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent good to highest 
quality Armagnac brandies, 5 to 30 
years of age, packed in wooden casks 
and in glass bottles sold under trade 
name of “Armagnac Ducastaing.” Set 
of photos showing attractive and fancy 
glass bottles, such as graduated feed- 
ing bottles, and price list available.* 


Aquatic Plants: 

France — Etablissements Latour- 
Marliac (grower, wholesaler, exporter), 
g rue Blanc-Dutrouilh, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, wishes to export direct very 
good-quality aquatic plants (hardy 
plants), including nelumbiums; and 
water lilies (nymphaea family) of dif- 
ferent colors. Firm states plants are 
grown by experienced specialist in 
center of Le Temple-sur-Lot, Lot-et- 
Garonne, France. Set of two descrip- 
tive colored pictures showing growing 
center available.* 


Chemicals: 

Germany—Dr. Theodor Schuchardt 
GmbH (manufacturer), 25 Ainmiller- 
strasse, Munich 13, wishes to export 
direct or through agent laboratory and 
industrial chemicals. Price list avail- 
able.* 


Electrical Equipment: 

Wales— Tuscan Engineering Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer), Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend, Glamorgan, wishes to ex- 
port monthly, direct or through agent, 
100 to 200 first-class self regulating 
alternators, 4% to 2 kilovolt-amperes, 
and generators, 4 to 4 kilowatts. 
British standard specifications: 168/36 
and 170/39. Catalog with price infor- 
mation available.* 

Fillers: 

England—Golberdon Slate Quarries, 
Ltd. (manufacturer), 86 Doversgreen 
Road, Woodhatch, Reigate, Surrey, 
wishes to export direct to manufac- 
turers 15,000 tons annually of inert 
slate flour filler for use in such in- 
dustries as paint manufacture, plastic, 
floorcloth, glass, and talcum powders. 
Descriptive leaflet available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

France — P. Pebeyre (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 3 Cours de la 
Chartreuse, Cahors, Lot, wishes to ex- 
port direct to U. S. importers very 
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good-quality truffles, packed in tin 
cans of all sizes as well as in jars 
and earthenware vessels. 

France—Societe N. Pinquet & Fils 
(producer, wholesaler, exporter), 20 
boulevard Alsace-Lorraine, Pau, 
Basses-Pyrenees, wishes to export 
direct or through agent very good 
quality canned food products, such as 
foies gras, chestnut paste, truffles, 
and prepared dishes, packed in tin 
cans, glass jars, and earthenware con- 
tainers. 


Spain — Antonio Sancha Martinez 
(manufacturer, exporter), Villafria, 
Burgos, wishes to export direct or 
through representatives 30 tons 
monthly of spiced Spanish-type pork 
sausages consisting of 50 percent 
pork, 40 percent beef, paprika, salt, 
and spices, cured or dehydrated in 
accordance with US. B.A.I. instruc- 
tions of January 1940. 


Forest Products: 


Belgian Congo—Boicongo (exporter 
of tropical products), B.P. 1385, 
4th Building Forescom, Leopoldville, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent best-quality tropical woods of 
all kinds, logs or lumber, in large 
quantities. 


Handicraft, Curios, and Jewelry: 


India—National Trading Corp. (ex- 
porter), 71-A Netaji Subhas Road, 
(B-87), Calcutta, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent ivory and buf- 
falo horn products, woodcrafts, brass 
and metalware, clay models, leather 
and velvet goods, and seashells. Sam- 
ples and price information may be 
obtained from A. K. Chatterjee, 325 
Ontario St., Minneapolis, Minn. 


Italy—“Triangle” S.p.A. (manufac- 


_turer), 1 Via Borgosesia, Turin, wishes 


to export direct or through agent 
high-grade jewelry; artistic clocks; 
miniatures; and ebony, marble, and 
crystal artistic works. 


Household Goods: 


British East Africa—Mr. and Mrs. 
K. D. Johnson, P.O. Box 5493, Nairobi, 
Kenya, wish to export direct first- 
grade handmade carved table lamps 
with figures of leopard, rhinocerous, 
or buffalo, and paw print in ash tray 
base of lamp. Firm states ash trays 
are made of brass castings, machined, 
hand scraped, and electroplated in 
bright nickel with paw imprint re- 
lieved in copper. Photo available. * 

Italy —“Organizzazione Mannu” di 
Gigi Mannu (buying agent), 7 Piazza 
S. Rita, Turin, wishes to act as a buy- 
ing agent on behalf of American im- 
porters of Italian household articles. 
Firm also wishes to export direct 
high-grade coffee machines for home 
use. 


Lace Goods and Linens: 


Malta—F. Farrugia & Son (manu- 
facturer), 87 Old Theatre St., Valletta, 
wishes to export direct or through 





Egyptian Firm Extends 


Bid Deadline 


Tenders for the supply and 
equipment of a complete dairy 
plant have been extended until 
September 30 by the Societe Misr 
Laitiere et Alimentaire, S. A. E., 
22 Soliman Pasha Street, Cairo, 
Egypt. 

The announcement of this 
tender invitation appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Au- 
gust 1, 1955, page 13. 

A copy of the specifications 
and conditions of tender is 
available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 











agent handmade lace goods or lace 

bordered pure linen, hand or machine 

mounted. Descriptive list available. * 
Pharmaceutical Products: 


France —Union De Pharmacologie 
Scientifique Appliquee (USP.A.), 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 1 
rue de Laulanie, Agen, Lot-et-Garonne, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent high-quality pharmaceutical 
products and specialties, medicines, 
and related products in tablets; and 
liquid preparations for treatment of 
liver complaints, gastrointestinal dis- 
eases, and aerophagia. Products sold 
under trade names of “Hepax” (he- 
patic remedies), and “Normogastryl” 
Agastrointestinal treatment). Firm 
states it would accept a licensing 
agreement with an American manu- 
facturer of pharmaceutical products, 
who may be interested in producing 
“Hepax” and “Normogastryl,” or any 
other medicinal specialties in the 
United States. Set of descriptive leaf- 
lets available.* 


Plastics: 

Netherlands—Niel Nikkel, N. V., v/h 
Joost Hubeek (manufacturer, inven- 
tor), 135-137 Vinkensteynstraat, The 
Hague, wishes to sell for a lump sum 
or on a royalty basis an invention of 
plastics as a replacement for steel 
window frames and frames for leaded 
glass. The inventor states the inven- 
tion is patented in the Netherlands. 


Seeds: 


India—Eastern Industrial Corp. (ex- 
porter), 142/1 Radhabazar St., Cal- 
cutta, wishes to export direct 100 long 
tons raw tamarind seeds (with skin), 
clean and free from dust, for starch 
manufacturers. 


Shelters and Supports: 

England—C. & R. Landsman, Ltd. 
(patentee), 29 Endersleigh Gardens, 
Hendon, London, NW. 4, wishes to sell 
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on an outright basis a patent with 
royalty arrangement, or parts pro- 
duced in Great Britain, or royalty ar- 
rangement only, of collapsible and 
portable shelters, buildings, and sup- 
ports for tilts, canopies, and tarpau- 
lins for vehicles and rolling stock. 
Patent covered by British Specifica- 
tion No. 728,051. 


Therapeutic Machines: 


Luxembourg — “Medico,” Ferdinand 
Poos (manufacturer, exporter), 17 
Bldg. Charles Marx, Luxembourg, 
wishes to export direct standard-qual- 
ity electrotherapeutic machine, gen- 
erating weak currents, used for 
painless treatment of heart ailments, 
nervous disorders, lumbago, and gout, 
Price information available.* 


Tools: 


Belgium—Victor Baindeky (import- 
er, exporter), 11 rue des Menapiens, 
Brussels, wishes to export direct or 
through agent high-quality steel 
shears, 10 cm. long with notch for use 
by electricians, which replace ordinary 
pliers. 

Sweden—Helge Hallberg & Co. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 17266, 
Stockholm 7, wishes to export on an 
outright sale basis 1,000 monthly of 
good-quality wire rope cutters of 
Swedish manufacture. Descriptive 
leaflet available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France —Dussaut & Cie (Societe) 
(wholesalers and exporters handling 
groceries, food products, etc.), 10-12- 
14 rue Teulere, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for beer. 


Chemicals: 


France —Dussaut & Cie (Societe) 
(wholesalers and exporters handling 
groceries, food products, etc.), 10- 
12-14 rue Teulere, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for hydrosulfite. 

Germany—Dr. Theodor Schuchardt 
GmbH. (manufacturer), 25 Ainmiller- 
strasse, Munich 13, wishes to purchase 
direct laboratory chemicals, reagents, 





scientific preparations, fine - grade 
chemicals, dyes, and intermediate 
chemicals. 

Foodstuffs: 


France —Dussaut & Cie (Societe) 
(wholesalers and exporters handling 
groceries, food products, etc.), 10- 
12-14 rue Teulere, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for food products, including 
canned goods, flour, dried fruits, dried 
fish. 

Denmark —Carsten Warburg (im- 
porting distributor and manufac- 
turer’s agent), Rosenvangets Alle 48, 
Copenhagen, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for raisins. 
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Wet-Salted Codfish 
Wanted in Greece 


The State Purchase Directo- 
rate of the Ministry of Com- 
merce, Athens, Greece, has issued 
an international bid invitation 
for the purchase of 176 metric 
tons of wet-salted codfish. The 
closing date for the submission 
of bids is September 13. 

A copy of the bid announce- 
ment including specifications is 
available for review on loan from 


the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 











Forest Products: 

Union of South Africa—J. J. Mou- 
tons (Pty.) Ltd. (wholesaler and re- 
tailer), Victoria St., P. O. Box 69, 
Carnarvon, Cape Province, wishes to 
purchase direct rough lumber and 
flooring for building. 


Hardware: 


India—Seth Nanakchand Shadiram 
(manufacturer, manufacturer’s agent 
and commission merchant), P. B. 289, 
Deputy-ka-Parao, Kanpur, U. P., 
wishes to purchase direct large quan- 
tities of barbed wire, galvanized iron, 
black pipes and bolts and nuts of all 
kinds. 


Oil Stoves: 


Netherlands—H. V. Technisch Bu- 
reau Marynen (importing distributor), 
52 Waldorpstraat, The Hague, wishes 
to make direct purchase of oil stoves 
for household use. 


Paper Products: 


Netherlands — Handelsvennootschap 
van der Made & Musegaas (manu- 
facturer’s agent, importing distribu- 
tor), 86 Wognumstraat, The Hague, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for a particular type of en- 
graving material made of paper under 
high pressure, and which is hard and 
smooth on the surface like metal. 


Plant Equipment: 


India—The D. C. M. Chemical Works 
(manufacturer of chemicals), P. O. 
Box 1211, Nejafgarh Road, Delhi, 
wishes to purchase direct industrial 
machinery consisting of tin-can- 
making plant and automatic soldering 
machine. 


Rails: 
India — Seth Nanak Chand Shadi 
Ram (manufacturer, manufacturer’s 


agent and commission merchant), P. 
B. 289, Deputy-ka-Parao, Kanpur, 
wishes to purchase direct 10,000 tons 
of used rails weighing from 35 to 75 
pounds per yard, and measuring 27 
to 36 feet in length. 


Sporting Goods: 

Egypt — Tewfik Ibrahim el Zayat 
(importing distributor, manufacturer 
agent), 18 Gowhar el Kayed 8t, 
Musky, Cairo, wishes to purchase di 
rect and obtain agency for Sporting 
goods. 

Steel Shapes: 


India —Seth Nanak Chand Shag 
Ram (manufacturer, manufacturers 
agent and commission merchant), p 
B. 289, Deputy-ka-Parao, Kanpw, 
wishes to purchase direct large quap. 
tities of steel structural shapes (joists 
angles, and channels) and steel plates 
of all sizes. 


Textiles: 


Belgian Congo—Leon Roland Milis 
(importing distributor), B. P. 803, Buk. 
avu, wishes to purchase direct tex- 
tiles suitable for native trade, par- 
ticularly poplins, drills, etc. 


Toilet Goods: 


France —Dussaut & Cie (Societe) 
(wholesalers and exporters handling 
groceries, food products, etc.), 10-12- 
14 rue Teulere, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for perfumed toilet soap, ra- 
zor blades, etc., of a good quality, 
Quantities will be stated upon receipt 
of price quotations. 

Toys: 

Egypt —Tewfik Ibrahim el Zayat 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 18 Gowhar el Kayed St., Mus- 
ky, Cairo, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for mechanical metal 
toys. 

Refrigerators: 


Morocco—Au Clavecin (importing 
distributor), 80 rue Blaise Pascal, 





Casablanca, wishes to purchase direct 
electric refrigerators. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment: 

New Zealand—Wm. A. Toogood & 
Co., Ltd. (commission and manufac- 
turer’s agent), 12 Panama St., Well- 
ington, wishes to obtain sole agency 
for automotive spares and accessories. 


Cements: 


Italy—“Imper” di Ing. A. Schieroni 
& Figli (manufacturers), 131/133 Via 
Lanzo, Turin, wishes to obtain exclu- 
sive agency for antiacid cements and 
sheets of special antiacid resins for 
relaying. 

Creosote Oil: 


Union of South Africa—Kurt Leyser 
(manufacturer’s representative, indent 
agent), Starck Road and Fifth Ave. 
Elsie’s River, Cape, P. O. Box 2, wishes 
to obtain agency for 10,000 gallons of 
creosote oil. 

Electrical Equipment: 


Kuwait—Yousef Al-Jassim Al-Yaq- 
oub (importer, wholesaler, exporter, 
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and commission agent), P. O. Box 227, 
Kuwait, wishes to obtain agency for 
electrical equipment and installations. 

Italy—S. I. A. R. (Societa Italiana 
Apparecchiature Elettriche) (manu- 
facturers and installers), 80 Via Domo- 
dossola, Turin, wishes to obtain agency 
for all of Italy of a manufacturer of 
high- and medium-frequency genera- 
tors and equipment, industrial elec- 
tronics in general. 

Farm Equipment: 

Canada—W. A. Clark (sales agent), 
152 Brockville St., Smiths Falls, On- 
tario, wishes to obtain agency for 
farm equipment. 

Fibers: 

Austria—Karl Albracht (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, sales agent), 5 
Joanneumring, Graz I, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for synthetic fibers. 

Foodstuffs: 

Union of South Africa—A. & M. 


Agencies (Astrinsky & McKie (pro- 
prietary) Ltd.) (indent and _ sales 
agents), 310 Electrical House, 30, 


Waterkant St., Capetown, wishes to 
obtain agency for a complete range 
of canned foods, i. e., salmon, fish, 
vegetables, nuts, and other comple- 
mentary lines. 

Austria — Karl Albracht (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, sales agent), 5 
Joanneumring, Graz I, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for foodstuffs. 

Germany—Van Wankum & Co. 
GmbH (manufacturer’s agent), 130- 
136 Spaldingstrasse, Hamburg, wishes 
to obtain agency for sweetened and 
unsweetened grapefruit, pineapple, 
orange, and lemon juice, first and sec- 
ond grade, in all standard size tins. 

Forest Products: 

Union of South Africa—Kurt Leyser 
(manufacturer’s representative, in- 
dent agent), Starck Road and Fifth 
Avenue, Elsie’s River, Cape, P. O. Box 


2, wishes to obtain agency for oak 
timber. 


Garage Equipment: 

New Zealand—Wm. A. Toogood & 
Co., Ltd. (commission and manufac- 
turer’s agent), 12 Panama Street, 
agency for garage equipment. 

Hardware: 

Canada—wW. A. Clark (sales agent), 
152 Brockville Street, Smiths Falls, 
Ontario, wishes to obtain agency for 
hardware. 

Machinery: 

New Zealand—Wm. A. Toogood & 
Co., Ltd. (commission and manufac- 
turer’s agent), 12 Panama Street, 
Wellington, wishes to obtain sole 
agency for light machinery for en- 
gineers. 

Metals: 


Brazil — Ferrometal Representacoes 
Ltda. (manufacturer’s agent and 
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commission merchant), Av. Presidente 
Vargas 529, 12 andar, Rio de Janeiro, 
wishes to obtain agency for nonferrous 
metals in ingots. 


Motors: 


New Zealand—Wm. A. Toogood & 
Co., Ltd. (commission and manufac- 
turer’s agent), 12 Panama Street, Wel- 
lington, wishes to obtain sole agency 
for small gasoline engines, 1 hp., 5 hp., 
or less, and light and medium duty 
outboard motors. 

Oils: 

Germany—Van Wankum & Co., 
GmbH (manufacturer’s agent), 130-136 
Spaldingstrasse, Hamburg, wishes to 
obtain agency for crude Menhaden and 
crude herring oils of all grades, in bulk 
and/or iron drums containing between 
160 and 180 kilograms. 


Pipe, Pumping Units, and Storage 
Tanks: 

Greece — Demosthenes C. Myriotis 
(potential contractor), 78 Aeolou 
Street, Athens, wishes to act as agent 
for the equipment and installation of 
liquid fuel pipelines, pumping units, 
and storage tanks. 

Greece — Demosthenes C. .Myriotis 
(manufacturer’s agent), 78 Aeolou 
Street, Athens, wishes to obtain agen- 
cy for seamless pipes in accordance 
with API Standard 5L specifications, 
13th edition, March 1954. External 
diameter; 659”, 12”, 14”, 16”. Thick- 
ness: ¥4” to 42”. Quantity: 50,000 me- 
ters and above. American supplier 
must be eligible for NATO projects 
and his name must be included in the 
list of U. S. firms certified as eligible 
for international competitive bidding. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Greece — Demosthenes C. Myriotis 
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(potential contractor; manufacturer’s 
agent), 78 Aeolou Street, Athens, 
wishes to act as agent for steel plate 
and metal structures for the con- 
struction of liquid fuel storage tanks, 
all-welded, semi-buried, whessoe type 
tanks; Siemens-Martin open-hearth 
or electric-furnace steel plates, BSS 
13 or ASTM A283-49T, grade D. The 
plates should be made of steel with 
a tensile strength of psi: 60,000-72,000. 

The local firm is interested in estab- 
lishing business connections with U.S. 
firms specializing in these items with 
a view to participating on their be- 
half in North Atlantic Trade Organ- 
ization (NATO) bids. The local firm 
reportedly is authorized by the Greek 
Ministry of National Defense to par- 
ticipate in NATO bids. American firms 
must be eligible for NATO projects. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Power Equipment: 

Canada—W. A. Clark (sales agent), 
152 Brockville Street, Smiths Falls, 
Ontario, wishes to obtain agency for 
power equipment. 


Radio and Telecommunications 
Equipment: 

Greece — Demosthenes C. Myriotis 
(manufacturer’s agent), 78 Aeolou 
Street, Athens, wishes to obtain 
agency for radio and telecommunica- 
tions equipment such as telephones, 
exchange equipment, cables, radar 
sets, transmitters, and receivers. 

American supplier must be eligible 
for NATO projects and his name must 
be incuded in the list of U. S. firms 
certified as eligible for international 
competitive bidding. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Steel Products: 


Union of South Africa—Kurt Leyser 
(manufacturer’s representative, in- 
dent agent), Starck Road and Fifth 
Avenue, Elsie’s River, Cape, Box 2, 
wishes to obtain agency for steel prod- 
ucts such as wire, tubing, stainless 
sheets, and cooperage hoops. 


Textiles: 


Austria — Karl Albracht (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, sales agent), 5 
Joanneumring, Graz I, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for textiles. 

Union of South Africa—Kurt Leyser 
(manufacturer’s representative, indent 
agent), Cor. Starck Road & 5th Ave., 
Elsie’s River, Cape, P. O. Box 2, wishes 
to obtain agency for textiles—calico, 
rayon yarn. 

Tools: 


New Zealand—Wm. A. Toogood & 
Co., Ltd. (commission and manufac- 
turer’s agent), 12 Panama St., Well- 
ington, wishes to obtain sole agency 
for hand tools (pliers, drills 
wrenches, socket sets, chisels, and 
hammers), small machine tools, elec- 
tric and drills and attachments; “Do 
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It Yourself” range of small machine 
tools; and small drill presses. 


Yarns: 


Germany—Werner Harbeck (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 2 Sudeckstrasse, 
Hamburg 20, wishes to obtain agency 
for pure wool and wool mixed with 
spun rayon yarns in hanks and on 
cops, in counts as fine as up to even 
80 Nm. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
trade lists of which mimeographed 
copies may be obtained by firms 
domiciled in the United States 
from this Division and from De- 
partment of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—<Australia.— 
Considerable quantities of fruit, in- 
cluding tropical, citrus, and deciduous, 
are grown in Australia, and the im- 
port of fresh and canned fruit is 
negligible. Importation of dried fruit 
is limited almost entirely to dates. 
Peanuts and almonds are grown in 
Australia, but the local production is 
not always sufficient to meet the de- 
mand. 

Citrus fruits are exported to New 
Zealand and Singapore, and some 
oranges have been sent to Germany. 
Apples and pears are exported to the 
United Kingdom. Millions of pounds 
of dried fruits, principally raisins, are 
exported each year to the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and New Zealand. 
Over 2 million pounds of prunes are 
exported annually. The United States 
does not appear as an importer or 
exporter. Firms desiring to import 
from the United States would have to 
obtain import licenses from the Aus- 
tralian authorities. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Denmark.— Danish production of 
hardware items covers most fields of 
domestic demand, but still leaves 
room for sizable imports when prices 


are competitive. Among the items 
manufactured are shelf hardware, 
builders’ hardware, locks, cutlery, 


household hardware, cooking utensils, 
heating and cooking equipment, and 
wire and wire products. Imports come 
mainly from European countries, Ger- 
many, Great Britain, and Sweden 
being the principal suppliers. 

Exports are limited, Norway, Swe- 
den, and Finland being the principal 
markets. 


Licenses for imports from the dollar 
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areas are most frequently granted 
for capital goods which are considered 
beneficial to the Danish economy and 
which offer definite price or quality 
advantages over similar goods avail- 
able elsewhere. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Pakistan.— Hardware production in 
Pakistan is limited to machine tools, 
wire netting, padlocks, and other 
minor items. Domestic production of 
aluminum and brass utensils and cut- 
lery meets Pakistan’s requirements. 
In 1954 imports of hardware were 
valued at about 7 million rupees, or 
about US$2.1 million. The United 
Kingdom and Germany were major 
supplier, furnishing about 35 and 23 
percent, respectively, while the United 
States supplied only 17 percent. 

All imports into Pakistan are sub- 
ject to import license. The Pakistan 
Chief Controller of Imports and Ex- 
ports issues biennially a notice an- 
nouncing the commodities that may 
be imported. As a general rule, the 
Government of Pakistan permits 
commodity imports from the dollar 
area only when it is impossible to 
obtain supplies from the soft-currency 
area. Hardware imports from the 
dollar area have been severely re- 
stricted because of limited availability 
of foreign exchange. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Turkey.—Turkey has undergone a 
dramatic rise in national income and 
standard of living since World War II. 
Demand is increasing for all types of 
hardware, especially in the field of 
housing construction. Some of Tur- 
key’s hardware requirements are pro- 
duced locally, usually in small work- 
shops. Because of the import restric- 
tions since late 1952, high-cost do- 
mestic hardware enjoys a better than 
normal market. 

Stringent import licensing probably 
will be applied for some time because 
of the country’s foreign-exchange 
Shortage. Official Turkish statistics 
for 1953 show Western Germany as 














leading supplier of iron and steel 
hardware—T£81 million; followed by 
Belgium—T£32 million: and _ the 
United States—TE£ 25 million. 
FOREIGN 
VISITORS 
England—Charles G. Gray, repre- 
senting Grosvenor House (hotel and 


residential service apartments), Park 
Lane, London, W. 1, is interested in 
tourist trade promotion, particularly 
in selling the luxury hotel services of 
Grosvenor House. Scheduled to arrive 
September 2, via New York, for a 
visit of 3 months. No U. S. address 
given. 

Itinerary: New York, September 
2-5, The Warwick; Chicago, Septem- 


— 


ber 6-11, Sheraton Hotel; Milwa 
September 12-13, Ambassador Hote]: 
Chicago, September 14-19, Sheraton 
Hotel; St. Louis, September 20-24, 
Sheraton Hotel; Cincinnati, Septem. 
ber 25-October 2, Terrace Plaza Hotel; 
Pittsburgh, October 3-9, Sheraton Ho. 
tel; Washington, October 10-16, May. 
flower Hotel; Baltimore, October 17-29, 
Sheraton-Belvedere Hotel; Philadel. 
phia, October 21-27, The Barclay; New 
York, October 28-November 6, St. Regis 
Hotel; Boston, November 7-13, Shera- 
ton Hotel; and New York, November 
14, date of departure and address not 
stated. 


France—Louis Scuriatti and Jean 
Leonard, representing Societe d’Or- 
ganisation Generale, 115 avenue des 
Champs Elysees, Paris, is interested 
in organization and engineering of 
industrial plants. Scheduled to arrive 
September 6, via New York, for a 
visit of 1 month. U. S. address: ¢/o 
Knickerbocker Hotel, 163 E. Walton 
Street, Chicago, Ill. Itinerary: Chicago, 
Detroit, Cleveland, and Buffalo. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Iraq—Naim E. Dangoor, manufac- 
turer of dry ice and beverages, 13/1/35 
Ras Al-Qaria, Baghdad, is interested 
in machinery for making book 
matches and synthetic detergents, as 
he plans to establish factories for the 
manufacture of those products. Sched- 
uled to arrive early in September, via 
New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. U.8. 
address: c/o Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
50th Street and Park Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Cleveland, and Chicago. 

New Zealand—Spencer G. Radford, 
representing Radford and Company 
Ltd. (importer), 29-35 Manners Street, 
Wellington, is interested in importing 
retail furnishings, including carpets, 
linoleums, furnishing fabrics, and 
coverings. Scheduled to arrive Sep- 
tember 10 for a visit of 10 weeks. U.S. 
address: c/o Dr. Wm. H. Pemberton, 
481 Summit Avenue, Mill Valley, Calif. 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, De- 
troit, Chicago, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Grand Rapids, Dayton, and 
Boston. 


Sweden—Carl Larsson, representing 
A/B Carl Larssons Mek. Verkstad 
(importer, manufacturer, exporter), 2 


Motorgatan, Goeborg H, is interested 
in studying the latest developments in 
motor overhauling machines, and in 
contacting importers and/or distribu- 
tors of precision tools and machinery 
for mechanical workshops and motor 
repair shops. Scheduled to arrive Sep- 
tember 4, via Boston. U. S. address: 
c/o C. E. Newman, 8230 Tanglewood 
Road, Allison Park, Pa. Itinerary: Bos- 
ton and Chicago. 





Syrian cotton production in the 
1954-55 marketing year amounted to 
366,420 bales, 67 percent more than in 
1953-54.—Emb., Damascus. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





— 


Indonesian Businessmen U. S. Features America at Home 
At Stockholm International Fair 


A graphic illustration of the American standard of living is portrayed 
in the first joint participation of industry and the United States in the 
13th St. Erik’s International Fair at Stockholm, Sweden, August 27-Sep- 
tember 11, the Office of International Trade Fairs, U. S. Department of 


Seek Direct U. S. Trade 


Indonesian businessmen are eager 
to develop direct U. S. trade relation- 
ships, U. S. representatives at the 
pjakarta international trade fair 
nave found, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, reports. 

Thousands are visting the U. S. 
central exhibit at Djakarta, the first 
of 16 trade fairs throughout the world 
at which the United States will be of- 
ficially represented in the coming 
months. 

American businessmen and U. S&S. 
Government officials providing con- 
sultation services at the U. S. Trade 
Information Center in the U. S. ex- 
hibit at the fair report that primary 
interest centers in ways and means of 
developing U. S. suppliers for Indo- 
nesia, and of marketing Indonesian 
products in the United States without 
the intervention of middlemen operat- 
ing in Indonesia and Singapore and 
thus increasing foreign-exchange 
earnings. 

Large crowds of businessmen are 
visiting the center and as many con- 
suitations are being held every eve- 
ning as the members of the staff can 
accommodate. 

The library of U. S. marketing in- 
formation displayed at the center in 
Djiakarta proved of special interest 
to the Indonesian Minister of Eco- 
nomic Affairs, Dr. I. J. Kasimo, who 
attended the formal opening of the 
fair on August 18. He was accom- 
panied by the Indonesian officials in 
charge of Trade and Industry, Ameri- 
can Department, Trade Expeditions, 
and Industry Bureau of the Ministry 
of Economic Affairs, together with 
customs and finance officials. 

Dr. Kasimo invited the U. S. Trade 
Mission to his office on August 20, at 
which time he stressed the scarcity in 
Indonesia of the types of information 
displayed in the commercial library. 
The library displays privately pub- 
lished business directories, catalogs, 
and market surveys, as well as a samp- 
ling of about 150 private business 
publications and trade journals for 
free distribution. 

Publishers contributed most of the 
Material used in the libraries to en- 
courage better understanding of U. S. 
business methods throughout the 
world. 

The U. S. Trade Mission to the Dja- 
karta fair, which will continue through 
September 26, includes Joel Bonsall, 
export manager of the Food Machin- 
ery and Chemical Corp., Los Angeles, 
Calif.; Ladd I. Johnson, secretary of 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Commerce, has announced. 

The U.S. Central Exhibit at the fair, 
the largest of international trade fairs 
held in the Scandinavian countries, 
has as its theme, America at Home. 

Designed as a full-scale facsimile of 
a small house or apartment, the five 
furnished rooms feature some 370 
products of American manufacture in 
daily use in American homes. Modern 
furniture and household wares, in- 
cluding refrigerators, toasters, stoves, 
washing machines, and television and 
radio sets, are some of the electrical 
and automatic devices shown. 

The America at Home exhibit, high- 
light of the two-story U. S. Central 
Exhibit, is built predominantly of steel 
and glass and occupies a space of 1,000 
square meters. The display is in the 
form of an open-style roofless home, 
sectioned off into typical rooms, where 
furnishings can be viewed through 
ground-level windows or observed 
from an encircling gallery above. 


Europeans See Americans Live 

The pavilion includes, in addition to 
the model home, an industrial arts 
section showing the latest samples of 
American textiles, glass, and ceramics. 
An endless conveyor belt shows dozens 
of small items. 

Fairgoers will watch an American 
family—husband, wife, and children— 
use the appliances and articles asso- 
ciated with everyday life. A similar 
exhibit attracted more than. 70,000 vis- 
itors during the 5 days of the Frank- 
furt fair in Germany and close to 300,- 
000 at the fair at Brussels, Belgium. 

An integral part of U. S. participa- 





Textile Show Set for 
New York City 


The International Textile 
Show -is scheduled to be held 
May 21-May 25, 1956, in the New 
York Trade Show Building, 500 
Eighth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

The show, according to the 
manager, is being held to open 
the door for greater inspection, 
appreciation, and purchase of 
textiles from foreign countries. 

Details concerning this exhi- 
bition may be obtained from 
Arthur Tarshis, show manager, 
12 West 72d Street, New York 23, 
N. Y. 














tion in Scandinavia’s biggest interna- 
tional trade fair is the Trade Mission, 
consisting of outstanding business 
leaders and Government experts in 
marketing and trade. For the past two 
weeks, the U. S. Trade Mission has 
been touring the principal commercial 
centers of Sweden under the joint 
sponsorship of the Swedish-American 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States and the Swedish Exporters As- 
sociation. 


The team reportedly has met with 
considerable success in its discussions 
on two-way trade, import, and export 
problems with Swedish businessmen 
at Stockholm, Orebro, Boras, Gote- 
borg, Halsingborg, Molle, Malmo, Jon- 
koping, Enkoping, Norrkoping, Lulea, 
Sundsvall, and Gavle. The American 
group is operating a Trade Informa- 
tion Center in St. Erik’s fair. 

Harold B. Barton, a native of Wor- 
cester, Mass., who previously was fair 
manager for the joint industry-Gov- 
ernment exhibits at both Brussels and 
Barcelona, will hold the same position 
at the Stockholm fair. 


This event is the second of 16 fairs 


arranged for this fiscal year by the 
Office of International Trade Fairs. 


National Shoe Fair Planned 


In Chicago, October 23-27 


The National Shoe Fair is to be 
held in various hotels in Chicago 
from October 23-27, 1955. 

Shoe retailers in the smaller com- 
munities of America face an un- 
precedented era of sales opportunity 
—if they take advantage of the 
changes in the U. S. economy—ac- 
cording to the Executive Vice Presi- 
dent of the National Shoe Retailers 
Association. 


Details concerning this exhibition 
may be obtained from George E. 
Gayou, Manager, National Shoe Fair, 
Palmer House, Chicago 90, Ill. 








The official first estimate of the 
East Bengal jute crop for 1955 is 
1,716,510 acres, compared with the 
final estimate of 1,150,215 acres for 
1954, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

East Bengal produces practically all 
the jute grown in East Pakistan. 
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Private U. S. Foreign Investment 
Earnings at Record High 


Earnings on U. S. private foreign investments reached a new high 
of $2.5 billion in 1954. 


Although this was a record amount, the increase over 1951 has been 
only about $100 million, despite additional long-term investments of 





some $5 billion since that time. 

Among the factors tending to hold 
down foreign earnings relative to in- 
vestment are the following: 

eA number of large properties de- 
veloped in recent years were not yet 
fully productive in 1954. 

eThe intensive search for and pre- 
liminary development of new sources 
of raw materials has been financed 
largely by charges against current 
earnings. 

eCurrency depreciation in some 
countries has reduced the dollar value 
of earnings. 

eHigher costs and taxes in many 
countries have cut into the net return. 

Direct investment enterprises 
abroad continue to produce the greater 
part of earnings, accounting for $2.3 
billion in 1954. Of this amount, about 





This report, prepared by the Office 
of Business Economics, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, is based on an 
analysis of recent movements in U. S. 
private investments abroad presented 
in the August issue of OBE’s monthly 
magazine, Survey of Current Business. 





$650 million was left abroad by for- 
eign subsidiary companies, mainly to 
finance continued expansion. 
Earnings of the petroleum com- 
panies in 1954 were about $960 million 
—slightly higher than in the preceding 
year, but down from 1952. The foreign 
earnings of this industry have been 
retarded by rising costs and taxes, 
heavy development expenditures, and 
reduced revenues of their tanker 
fleets, but increases are expected when 
newly developed properties enter pro- 
duction. Latin America and the Mid- 
dle East each account for about 40 
percent of the total for petroleum. 


Manufacturing enterprises earned 
about $700 million abroad in 1954, of 
which about half was used for further 
investment. Earnings from manufac- 
turing in Canada dropped by $50 mil- 
lion to about $250 million in 1954, re- 
flecting a moderate downturn in the 
Canadian economy. This was offset 
by an increase of about $50 million 
to $240 million in Europe as economic 
activity in that area set new records. 
Earnings elsewhere were about the 
same as in 1953. 

Mining companies abroad earned 
about $200 million in 1954, scoring a 
considerable gain over the 1953 total 
as metal prices and sales improved. 
However, the 1954 total was still lower 








than the 1951-52 earnings from min- 
ing properties. Argicultural invest- 
ments have had declining earnings for 
several years, partly because of price 


Earnings of U. S. Private Foreign Investments, 1953 and 1954 
{In millions of dollars] 


1953 
Type Total 
WE . sbhudtwesdacadecdes cts utebe 2,390 
PM Actas ekch ch petdied deees 2,174 
EER RE 952 
Manufacturing .......cccce. 676 
Dt  -ittenedbaceeeedeanees 546 
SEE. dadidedencdemedusauslions 216 


Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Office of Business Economics. 


wad ape Ve ae 1954 —_— = 
Latin Western All 
Total Canada America Europe other 
2,535 584 773 427 751 
2,306 452 751 381 
964 15 380 68 501 
698 249 123 239 81 
644 188 248 74 1M 
229 132 22 46 9 


es 


weaknesses in sugar and other E 
ucts. Earnings of public utilities 
rising slowly, although still small rejg. 
tive to investment. The improvement 
reflects adjustments of rates, particy. 
larly in Latin America. 

Income received on U. S. private in. 
vestments in foreign securities and 
short- and medium-term credits 
reached $230 million in 1954. This 
source of income is still comparatively 
small, but is growing steadily as ney 
investments are made. About $130 mj. 
lion is received on holdings of Cana. 
dian securities, and about $45 million 
is derived from investments in Europe, 








Foreign Long-Term Investments 


In U. S. Reach $11 Billion 


Foreign long-term investments in the United States reached a record 
value of $11 billion at the end of 1954. 

The foreign-held investments include controlled enterprises with a 
book value of $4 billion, corporate securities with a market value of 
$5.5 billion, and $1.5 billion in the form of estates and trusts, real 


estate, and miscellaneous claims. 


These long-term investments in the 
United States are in addition to $15.7 
billion of liquid dollar reserves and 
working balances held in the United 
States by foreign governments, pri- 
vate businesses, and individuals at the 





The developments in foreign invest- 
ments summarized here are fully cov- 
ered by an article in the August issue 
of the Survey of Current Business, 
monthly publication of the Office of 
Business Economics, U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 





end of 1954. Such assets are held 
mainly in the form of bank deposits 
or U. S. Government obligations. 
Foreign-controlled enterprises in 
the United States have increased in 
value by $1.5 billion since 1946. Most 
of the growth has been financed out of 
earnings of established enterprises, 





but a number of important new enter- 
prises have recently been organized. 

The value of foreign investments in 
U. S. corporate securities, very largely 
corporate stocks, rose by nearly $ 


\ 
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billion from 1946 to the end of 1954. 
Nearly all of the increase represents 
the general rise in market values. 

Net foreign purchases of U. S. cor- 
porate stocks have only recently be- 
come significant; they reached a post- 
war high of $135 million in 1954, re- 
flecting the attractiveness of the U. 5S. 
market and increased availability of 
dollars abroad. In the first half of 
1955 net purchases remained high at 
over $80 million. Most of the pur- 
chases were reported for the United 
Kingdom and Switzerland, while net 
sales were reported for the Nether- 
lands. 

Western Europe’s long-term invest- 


(Continued on Page 19) 


Foreign Long-Term Investments in the United States, 1953 and 1954 


{Billions of dollars; year ends] 








1954 
Type 1953 Western Latin International All 
Total Total Europe Canada America Institutions other 
Long-term investment, total 9.2 11.0 7.3 2.3 8 (@) & 
Direct investments ...... 3.8 4.0 2.5 1.2 i = 3 
Corporate stocks and bonds 3.8 5.5 3.8 9 5 (@) r 
GE cv ctectcccecevoscece 1.6 15 1.0 e 2 +a 


1 Less than $50 million. 


Source: U. 8. Department of Commerce, Office of Business Economics. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





er 


"” Books 
om Reports 


Investment and Taxation. By 
a Barlow and Ira T. Wender. 
New York. Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1955. 

481 pp. $15. 

This study explores the extent to 
which effective use might be made of 
taxation to further the foreign eco- 
nomic policy of the United States by 
encouraging private investment in 
foreign countries by U. S. companies. 


Part I discusses the experience of 
foreign investors, covering the back- 
ground of U. S. foreign investment 
with analyses and summary of invest- 
ment by industry. 


Part II analyzes the obstacles and 
impediments to foreign investment, 
discussing the previous reports sub- 
mitted by commissions appointed for 
this purpose. Factors Limiting U. S. 
Investment Abroad—a U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce study—is reviewed 
at some length and conclusions are 
drawn. 


Part III deals with field research, 
covering specifically why and how 
companies invest; why companies do 
not invest; and conclusions relative 
to sources of future investment, poli- 
cies, and U. S. Government action to 
stimulate foreign investment. 


Part IV covers U. S. taxation of 
foreign income. 
The appendixes include case studies 


of five companies and _ statistical 
breakdowns. 





Foreign Long-Term... 
(Continued from Page 18) 


ments in the United States totaled 
$7.3 billion at the end of 1954, of which 
$2.5 billion was in controlled enter- 
prises and $3.8 billion in corporate 
securities. Most of these holdings were 
originally acquired many years ago 
and have increased in value despite 
large-scale liquidations carried out to 
help finance both world wars, as the 
U. S. economy has expanded. 

Canadian long-term investments in 
the United States also are substan- 
tial—$2.3 billion at the end of 1954. 
About half of this is invested in con- 
trolled enterprises established in the 
United States to take advantage of the 
much larger market here. To a con- 
siderable extent these enterprises are 
financed from U. S. sources. 

Latin American investors have 
been acquiring comparatively small 
amounts of U. S. corporate securities 
in recent years. Most Latin American 
assets here are in short-term deposits. 

Foreign countries earned about $500 
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million on their long-term invest- 
ments in the United States in 1954, 
about the same as in 1953. About 60 
percent of the total is derived from 
direct investments and the remainder 
is largely dividends received on port- 
folio holdings of corporate stocks. 

Western Europe’s long-term invest- 
ments in the United States earned 
about $340 million in 1954, and Cana- 
dian investments earned about $120 
million. Earnings of other countries 
were relatively small. 





Ceylon Issues Report 
On Merchandising 


Ceylonese business statistics are pre- 
sented in Census of Merchandising and 
Services, published by the Department 
of Census and Statistics, Government 
of Ceylon. The 545-page publication 
contains detailed statistical informa- 
tion for 1951, showing the number of 
retail and service establishments in 
the country according to type of busi- 
ness, district, annual sales, and num- 
ber of employees. 

Included are statistics on retail 
establishments selling foods, liquor, 
tobacco, textiles and wearing apparel, 
jewelry, home furnishings, hardware 
and building materials, sports and 
leather goods, books and stationery, 
drugs and toilet articles, photographic 
supplies, motor vehicles and cycles, 
and forage. 

Service establishments for which 
data are given include restaurants 
and taverns, hotels, laundries, barber 
and beauty shops, photographic stu- 
dios, and funeral undertakers. The 
survey covered about 80 percent of the 
99,000 establishments estimated to fall 
within its scope. 


Three similar reports have been 
issued: Census of Industry, 1952, giv- 
ing details of 26 industries in manu- 
facturing, mining, construction, elec- 
tricity, and gas; Census of Financial 
Institutions, 1952, dealing with insur- 
ance companies, finance companies, 
and pawnbroking establishments; and 
Survey of Ceylon’s Consumer Finances, 
issued in 1954 by the Central Bank of 
Ceylon. 


The Far Eastern Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, has one copy of 
each of these studies, which will be 
made available on loan to business 
firms through the Department’s Field 
Offices. 





Output of tobacco products in the 
Republic of Korea totaled 19 million 
pounds in the January-May period of 
1955, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 


This was 27.3 percent higher than 
production in the like period of 1954. 


WORLD TRADE © 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 





Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

This publication series is designed 
to provide world traders with a broad, 
efficient reporting service. 

WTIS reports are presented in an 
improved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type. They are arranged in 
five convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Oper- 
ations Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year; $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad); Part 5, 
Fairs and Exhibitions ($6 a year; $8 
if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 


Basic Data on the Economy of Af- 
ghanistan. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-74. 
11 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 
Traveler’s Baggage Regulations of 
Mozambique. WT'TS, Part 2, No. 55-95. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 


Statistical Reports 


Trade of the United States With 
Latin America, 1954. WTIS, Part 3, 
No. 55-28. 32 pp. 20 cents. 

Total Export and Import Trade of 
the United States, January-May 1955 
(With Preliminary June). WTIS, Part 
3, No. 55-29. 12 pp. 20 cents. 

Utilities Abroad 

Shipping Policy, Law, and History 
... Basie Information Sources. WTITS, 
Part 4, No. 55-11. 7 pp. 20 cents. 

Shipping Services, Rates, and Equip- 
ment ... Basic Information Sources. 
WTIS, Part 4, No. 55-12. 5 pp. 20 cents. 

Motor Transport in Middle America. 
WTIS, Part 4, No. 55-13. 6 pp. 20 cents. 
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Extensive Airport Improvements 


To Be Made in West Australia 


Extensive airport improvements are in progress in Western Australia 
or are scheduled for completion this year. 

Of particular interest are plans for modernizing Learmouth airport, 
which serves the oil-exploration camps in the Exmouth Gulf area. 
Originally built as part of the wartime “Pot Shot” base for the 


Australian Air Force and U. S. Naval 
submarine strikes against Japanese 
forces assembling in Timor, the loca- 
tion is important both for air defense 
and as an alternate airport on the 
Perth-Singapore route. 

Plans have been made, the Com- 
monwealth Minister for Air announced 
in Perth in late June, to reinforce 
during the fiscal year the 8,000 and 
6,000 foot strips at Learmonth to take 
heavier aircraft and to install im- 
proved airport facilities, including 
underground fuel storage for military 
aircraft, a control tower, radio range, 
and distance measuring equipment. 


Kalgoorlie airport also is slated for 
improvement which will extend one 
of the present runways to about 8,000 
feet to handle RAAF jet aircraft. Kal- 
goorlie as a civilian airport has been 
bypassed by interstate flights since 
DC-4’s replaced DC-3’s on the two ma- 
jor domestic airlines, but, since Trans- 
Australia Airlines introduced Vickers 
Viscounts on the Adelaide-Perth run, 
strong headwinds have occasionally 
necessitated refueling stops at this 
gold mining center. New Viscounts now 
on order are expected to be equipped 
with extra fuel tanks to eliminate 
these stops. 


Ansett Airways also plans to start 
a thrice-weekly tourist-rate air service 
with DC-3’s, operating from Perth via 
Kalgoorlie and Ceduna to Adelaide 
beginning August 20. 

Britain Flights Routed via Perth 

Beginning in mid-August, Qantas 
Empire Airways was to route one of 
its thrice- weekly Sydney - London 
flights through Perth and thus fulfill 
the hopes of Western Australians to 
be on the main air route to Europe. 

Runways and aircraft handling fa- 
cilities at Guildford Airport, Perth, 
were considered satisfactory for initi- 
ation of the service, but extensive 
alterations are planned for this inter- 
national air terminal to provide sleep- 
ing accommodations for up to 85 per- 
sons, a modern restaurant, and other 
improvements for handling interna- 
tional passengers. 


When the Singapore route to the 
United Kingdom was closed from July 
1943 to 1946 Quantas maintained a 
tenuous link with Catalina flying 
boats operating out of Perth nonstop 
over 3,560 miles of ocean to Ceylon. 
In 1952 Perth came into the interna- 
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tional aviation picture as the take-off 
point for Qantas’ South African serv- 
ice via Cocos Island and Mauritius. 
The biweekly Constellation service to 
South Africa has been supplemented 
by connecting DC-4 Skymaster flights 
from Perth via Cocos and Djakarta to 
Singapore. 


Two Lines Propose Merger 

MacRobertson-Miller Aviation Co., 
owned largely by the MacRobertson 
candymaking interests, and Airlines 
(W.A.), Ltd., the two principal intra- 
state airlines of Western Australia, 
have proposed to their stockholders 
the pooling of their resources in a 
new company to be known as Mac- 
Robertson-Miller Airlines, Ltd. 

Economy of operation and possible 
extension of services, both intrastate 
and overseas, are given as the prin- 
cipal reasons for the proposed mer- 
ger. 

MMA with 5 DC-3’s and 5 Anson’s 
operates from Perth to Darwin via 
coastal ports, serves outback stations 
from Onslow, Port Hedland, Derby, 
and Darwin, and in the Northern 
Territory runs a mission service to 
Arnhem Land. Airlines, with 5 Dove 
aircraft, operates services from Perth 
to Kalgoorlie, Esperance, Albany, 
Meekatharra, Wiluna, Roebourne, and 
Port Hedland, stopping at various 
inland stations. 


MMA previously had sought permis- 
sion to extend its service overseas 
from Broome or Darwin to Timor and 
other parts of Indonesia, and it is 
anticipated that the new company 
may be granted this route, particu- 
larly if, as rumored, a direct Perth- 
Darwin service is inaugurated by one 
or both of the principal interstate 
operators. Outback air services also 
may be extended following removal 
of competition over some present 
routes. 

The new company would have an 
authorized capital of £2 million, but 
shares equivalent to only £475,000 
would be issued to present stock- 
holders if the merger goes through. 





Philippine consumption of cigar- 
ettes, continuing its uptrend, rose to 
14.9 billion pieces in 1954 as compared 
with 13.3 billion in 1953, the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture has re- 
ported. 


es, 


Air France Shows Gain 
In Traffic in 1955 


Operations of the French air carrie 
Air France showed noticeable improve. 
ment in the first 6 months of 1 
over the similar period of 1954, ae. 
cording to traffic statistics release 
by the company. 

A total of 780,000 passengers wa, 
carried during the period, a 19-per. 
cent increase over the similar 195% 
period. Passenger mileage increageg 
only 12 percent but as the seat-mile. 
age offered—1,525,000,000 seat-kilome. 
ters—remained substantially yp. 
changed, the load factor for passenger 
seat-mileage amounted to 67 percent, 

Ton-mileage carried increased to 
134 million ton-kilometers, against 1% 
million for the preceding period. As 
the increase in ton-mileage capacity 
offered amounted to only 3.5 percent, 
the load factor increased from 685 
percent in the first 6 months of 1954 
to 71 percent in the 1955 period. 

The larger load factor indicates a 
return toward conditions more com- 
parable to those of 1953 and 19§2, 
respectively and if maintained for 
the year when the factors were 7 
percent and 73 percent, should con- 
tribute to improved financial condi- 
tions for the carrier. 


New Equipment in Use 
In 1954 Air France received consid- 
erable new flying equipment, and the 
improved load factor for the first 
half year of 1955 would indicate that 
this equipment has been effectively 
integrated into the carrier’s opera- 





tions. 

On July 13 of this year the carrier 
received the first of its pending order 
for 10 Lockheed Super-Constellation 
L-1049G aircraft. In addition it has 
ordered 12 Lockheed Super-Constel- 
lation 1649’s, delivery to begin in the 
spring of 1957. 

Air France announced on July 25, 
that the new L-1049G, as well as 4 
more of this type to be received this 
Summer, would go into service on the 
North Atlantic route in mid-August, 
releasing L-1049C Super-Constella- 
tions now serving that route for serv- 
ice to French Equatorial and West 
Africa. 

The national French carrier meets 
strong competition on these French 
Union routes from the two private 
long-distance French air _ carriers, 
TAI (Transports Aeriens Interconti- 
nenteaux) and UAT (Union Aero- 
maritime de Transport, which earlier 
this year took over the DC-6B air- 
craft and routes of the third private- 
ly owned French long-distance car- 
rier, Aigle Azur. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Indian Railways Plan 


More Electrification 


In addition to the Calcutta suburban 
electrification program, Indian rail- 
road authorities have prepared de- 
tailed plans for an electrified circular 
railroad in Calcutta and for electrifica- 
tion of the main railroad line from 
Calcutta (Howrah) to Moghalsari, cov- 
ering 1,500 miles, the local press re- 
ports. 

The circular railroad will cover ap- 

ately 21 miles, and most of the 
tracks will form part of either the 
present Eastern Railway or the Cal- 
cutta Port Commissioners’ railroad. 

The whole electrification program 
is divided into stages, work on each 
stage being complete in itself and 
lending itself to independent han- 
dling. 

The total cost of the electrification 
program is estimated at 771.9 million 
rupees—as follows: 451.1 million rupees 
for suburban railroads; 63.2 million 
for the circular railroad; and 257.6 
million for the main line. 

It is further estimated that a sub- 
stantial part of this amount will need 
to be in foreign currency, as most of 
the electric locomotives, electric mul- 
tiple unit stock, and substation and 
overhead equipment must be imported. 

Power for the entire electrifica- 
tion program will be obtained from 
the Damodar Valley grid. The main 
transmission lines of this grid run 
parallel to the railroad lines and pro- 
vide easy supply facilities. 

Electrification of the main line from 
Calcutta to Moghalsari is expected to 
insure an easy flow of traffic in the 
colliery and industrial areas of West 
Bengal and Bihar and the proposed 
circular railroad will make it possible 
for suburban trains now terminating 
at Howrah and Sealdah to be brought 
into the city of Calcutta. 


New Bay of Bengal-Japan 
Shipping Conference Formed 


A new Bay of Bengal-Japan Confer- 
ence has been formed effective August 
1, according to the local Indian press. 

Member lines of this new shipping 
conference are British-India Steam- 
ship Navigation Co., Everett Orient 
Line, Indo-China S. N. Co., Ltd., Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha, and Osaka Shosen 
Kaisha with the China-Siam Line as a 
“limited member.” 

Trade routes covered are “from Cal- 
cutta and ports on the east coast of 
India, north of but including Kaki- 
nada, East Pakistan, and Burma ports 
to Malaya, Straits Settlements, Thai- 
land, Indo-China, Hong Kong, and 
Japan and vice-versa.” 
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Tourists in Portugal Double in 5 Years; 
Arrivals of Americans Up 46 Percent 


The number of tourists visiting Port- 
ugal has more than doubled in the 
past 5 years. Arrivals in 1954, by na- 
tionalities, were as follows, in thous- 
ands: 





co ee ee ee 27.0 
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Most of the increase in 1954 over 
1953, when 152,700 tourists entered, 
was attributable to the 46-percent 
rise in arrivals of Americans. Arrivals 
from France increased by 20 percent 
and from the United Kingdom by 18 
percent. 

U. S. and French tourists remained 
in Portugal an average of 4 to 5 days, 
and British visitors stayed about 2 
weeks. More Spanish nationals, not 
listed separately in the tabulation 
entered Portugal than any other na- 
tionality. Spanish visitors, however, 
remain on an average of only a little 
more than 24 hours. 

No figures have yet been released 
to show the tourist movement in 1955, 
but evidence points to a general in- 
crease from the peak figures recorded 
last year. 


Tourist Receipts Rise 


Tourist receipts totaled nearly $11 
million in 1953, an estimated $13 mil- 
lion in 1954, and should rise to $16 
million or more this year. Foreign 
exchange receipts from _ travelers, 
however, account for only 1 percent 
of the Spanish national income. 

About 135,000 aliens from nondollar 
countries entered Portugal in 1954. 
Nearly all were from Spain, France, 
and other Western European coun- 
tries. Taken together, tourists from 
Western Europe and other nondollar 
areas expended, on the basis of 1953 
balance-of-payments data, an average 
of $63 each during the length of their 
stay. 

Visitors from the dollar area, most 
of whom were Americans, expended 
about $2.6 million in 1953 and, calcu- 
lated on the basis of per capita 
tourist receipts in 1953, an estimated 
total of $3.8 million in 1954. 


The high level of hotel occupancy 
in the summer of this year made it 
apparent that hotel facilities offered 
to tourists fall considerably short of 
the demand. Further expansion of 
tourism in Portugal may be retarded 
until hotel accommodations have been 
expanded and improved. 

Of a list of 30 hotels of all classes 
in the Lisbon-Estoril area, with a 
total of about 2,200 rooms, only about 
12 may be considered as offering suit- 
able accommodations for tourists. 


Tourists arriving from overseas by 


surface or air transportation almost 
invariably arrive at Lisbon and ini- 
tially stop at hotels in the Lisbon- 
Estoril area. Hotels and inns else- 
where, of which there are many, are 
of convenience to tourists arriving by 
surface transportation from Western 
European countries. 

To encourage hotel construction 
and improvement, legislation designed 
to permit the payment of subsidies 
to hotels and to extend tax exemp- 
tion and other advantages to hotel 
operators, was enacted in December 
1954. 

Since the beginning of this year 10 
hotels and related projects have been 
declared as of “utility to tourism” and 
a number have been reclassified with 
respect to standards of service to 
tourists. Approved tourist projects in 
Lisbon include a_ restaurant. Six 
tourist hotel projects, all rooms with 
bath, are beyond the planning stage 
and four others have been declared 
eligible to receive benefits under the 
néw law. Most of the addition con- 
struction, however, will not be com- 
pleted for 2 or 3 years. 

In most respects Portugal is con- 
sidered a desirable area for travel 
development. Treatment of travelers 
is courteous. Ocean, rail, and air trans- 
portation facilities are well developed 
and could meet the needs of increased 
travel. The country’s geographic loca- 
tion on important air and steamship 
routes offer exceptional facilities for 
stopovers. Highways are good and able 
to support a considerable expansion 
of overland traffic from neighboring 
countries. The usual sports and rec- 
reational facilities desired by travelers 
are available, especially in the Estorial 
area. Historical monuments, museums, 
and natural attractions of consider- 
able tourist interest are to be found, 
principally in the Lisbon-Estorial 
area. 





U. S. Citizens in Norway Need 


Norwegian Driver's Permit 


An American citizen may not legally 
drive a car which is registered in Nor- 
way unless he is the bearer of a valid 
Norwegian driver’s license. An inter- 
national driver’s license is not suffi- 
cient, according to information the 
American Embassy has received from 
the Traffic Division of the Oslo Police 
Department. 

However, a temporary Norwegian 
driver’s license, valid for 1 year, and 
subject to extensions, may be obtained 
on the basis of a valid international 
driver’s license or on the basis of a 
valid driver’s license issued by one 
of the 48 states of the United States 
or the District of Columbia. 
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Sabena Authorized Increase in 
Capital: Loans Guaranteed 


The Belgian Parliament before adjourning for the summer on July 
27 passed a bill authorizing an increase in the capital of Sabena Airline 
and providing for State guaranty of loans issued by the company for 
the purpose of acquiring aircraft and accessories. 

Sabena is authorized to increase its capital from 300 million Belgian 


francs to 500 million by the issuance 
of 400,000 new privileged shares of 500 
francs each. In line with the semi- 
public ownership of Sabena, the Bel- 
gian Government and the Belgian 
Congo each are authorized to sub- 
scribe 50 mililon francs of the in- 
crease, but inasmuch as they are ex- 
pected to make their subscriptions 
through cancellation of loans already 
made to the company, the increase in 
working capital will amount to only 
100 million francs (1 Belgian franc= 
US$0.02). 


Increase Justified 

Material purchased with the pro- 
ceeds of each State-guaranteed loan is 
to be regarded as earmarked collat- 
eral available to the State until the 
expiration of the guaranty. The 
State will bear half the interest on 
the loans provided the amount bor- 
rowed by Sabena does not exceed 2 
billion francs and the interest to be 
paid by the State will not be less than 
2 percent or more than 3 percent of 
the nominal value of the loan. In- 
terest and capital gains related to the 
loans are exempt from all taxes, pres- 
ent and future, levied by the State, 
the Provinces, the communes, and the 
Belgian Congo. 

The justification presented to Par- 
liament for an increase in Sabena’s 
capital was that it would permit larger 
working funds which have been made 
necessary by the growth of the com- 
pany, and certain investments not re- 
lated to aircraft and accessories. Also 
traffic is expected to increase from an 
estimated 136 million metric ton-kilo- 
meters flown in 1955 to 271 million in 
1960. 

It was also pointed out that at the 
beginning of the year Sabena had 
equipment capable of carrying 145 
million metric ton-kilometers a year 
and that by 1960 its capacity must be 
increased by about 125 million ton- 
kilometers. To provide the necessary 
increment in capacity a sum of about 
1.6 billion francs would be required. 

The expense of replacing 10 percent 
of the fleet every year also had to be 
taken into account. From 1955 to 1960 
half the fleet will have to be replaced. 
Also, helicopters will be substituted for 
fixed-wing craft on runs of less than 
350 kilometers, and the total invest- 
ment required for these purposes will 
be about 1.3 billion francs. The re- 
placement program will permit the 
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sale of DC-3’s, DC-4’s, Convair 240’s 
and DC-6’s for an estimated return of 
500 million francs. In addition, about 
400 million francs will have to be 
spent in the 5 years for items other 
than aircraft and accessories and 360 
million francs of loan reimbursements 
will have to be made. 

Against these expenditures may be 
placed amortization funds accumu- 
lated in the period, which will amount 
to about 1.2 billion francs. 


In balance, the financial operations 
are as follows: 


Billion 


francs 

Expenses: 
eT . 0.36 

Replacement, modernization, and 
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Investments Require $40 Million 

The company will need about 2 bil- 
lion francs between 1955 and 1960 to 
finance its investment program. It 
was indicated in the committee dis- 
cussion of the bill that the greater 
portion of this borrowing would be 
done abroad. 

From 1949 to 1953 the Belgian Gov- 
ernment and the Belgian Congo gave 
Sabena subsidies totaling 133,411,000 
francs, of which Sabena reimbursed 
7,751,946 francs. Inasmuch as Sabena 
cannot support the interest charges 
on the borrowing required by its in- 
vestment program, it was considered 
that the Government, with due re- 
gard for the national interest served 
by the airline, should undertake to 
support half the cost. 





Second Stage of Ceylonese 
Hydroelectric Plan Begun 


The most important event in power 
development this year has been the 
commencement of stage II-A of the 
Hydroelectric project at Aberdeen- 
Laksapana, estimated to generate a 
further 25,000 kilowatts upon comple- 
tion in about 3 years. 

The work includes the construction 
of a concrete dam approximately 730 


——— 


Laos Develops Road 
And Rail Systems 


Laos—which has progressed from 
the oxcart and river boat to the air. 
plane age with only a slight introdue. 
tion to roads and motor vehicles—g 
planning to develop its roads and to 
construct a rail outlet to the ge 
through Thailand. 


The Laotians, inhabitants of the 
river valleys, have long considered the 
Mekong River—the thirteenth longest 
river in the world—their commercial] 
highway. River transport remains the 
chief mode of transportation. 


However, with the dissolution of the 
three associated States, Laos has 
turned to Thailand for a route to the 
sea and soon will be provided with a 
rail outlet from a point 13 miles from 
its capital to Bangkok. 


To make this possible, U. S. aid has 
provided 2 ramps and a ferry for the 
Mekong River crossing, and has aided 
the Thais in extending their rail line 
from Udorn to Nong Khai, a river 
town near Vientiane. Completion of 
this project will permit shipment of 
goods from Bangkok to Laos in 2 days, 
as against the present 16 days by river 
from Saigon. This no doubt will 
result in lessening the importance of 
the river as a carrier of international 
commerce. However, the Mekong, 
which runs from one end of Laos to 
the other, flowing past the 5 main 
centers of population and commerce— 
Pakse, Savannakhet, Thakhek, Vien- 
tiane, and Luang Prabang—will con- 
tinue to be the main avenue for in- 
ternal commerce, and regional trade 
with Thailand. 


Laos has 2,500 kilometers of roads; 
about 100 kilometers are asphalted. 
With American aid, over 1,400 kilo- 
meters of roads are expected to be im- 
proved. Heavy roadbuilding equip- 
ment worth $1.4 million is to be pro- 
vided the Laos Government under the 
current aid program. Under the Co- 
lombo Plan, Australia has committed 
itself to supply Laos with approxi- 
mately $750,000 worth of roadbuilding 
machines. 


At present there are 1,004 automo- 


biles, 867 trucks, and 189 motor scoot- 
ers in Laos. 





feet long and having a 470-foot spill- 
way with a crest of 130 feet above the 
present river bed, the supply and in- 
stallation of water pipelines, electrical 
and mechanical plant, and transmis- 
sion lines. 

The cost is estimated at 75 million 
rupees. Foreign costs of the project 
will be financed by an (IBRD Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development) loan of 19.1 million ru- 
pees. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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New Law Aids Portuguese Hotel Industry 


Participation by the Portuguese 
Government in financing construction 
of approved privately owned hotels 
and purchase of equipment for them 
js permitted under a new law, No. 
973—designed to benefit investors in 
hotel properties and other tourist es- 
tablishments in Portugal. 

Municipal governments and tourism 
poards also may share in financing 
hotel enterprises, which include ex- 
pansion and modification of hotel 
puildings and related establishments 
as well as construction. 

This legislation enables hotel op- 
erators under specified conditions to 
receive benefits in the form of exemp- 
tion from excise, inheritance, and gift 
taxes in connection with the acquisi- 
tion of real property for hotel con- 
struction. Hotel operators can benefit 
from exemption from customs duties 
and consular fees applying to import- 
ed materials for construction of new 
hotels, if such materials cannot be 
obtained advantageously in Portugal. 

This new legislation seeks to en- 
courage tourism by authorizing the 
National Credit Savings Bank to ex- 
tend credit for the development of 


the hotel industry. Real property 
needed for hotel construction may be 
designated as a public utility and may 
be expropriated under existing laws 
governing expropriation. Provision also 
is made for encouraging the estab- 


lishment of additional facilities to 





Harbor Dredging Finished at 
Portuguese Port of Setubal 


Major dredging operations have 
been concluded at the entrance to the 
Port of Setubal, the third largest port 
of continental Portugal. A channel 
1500 meters long, 80 meters wide, and 
7 meters deep has been completed in 
the main mouth of the River Sado. 
At the actual entrance to the harbor 


the depth is 8 meters and the width 


40 meters. This means that the en- 
trance has a depth of 10 meters at 
mean tide and 11 meters at average 
high tide. 


This dredging project was carried 
out at the urgent request of various 
shipping companies and as a neces- 
sary condition to the establishment 
of the proposed new free zone in 
Setubal. 

The improvements—carried out by 
the Dredging Division of the Direc- 
torate-General of Hydraulic Services 
—Trequired the removal and transport 
of 50,000 cubic meters of mud, cost 
3,250 contos (1 conto—approximately 
US$35), and were financed by the 
Setubal port administration out of its 
own funds. 
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provide professional instruction in op- 
erating hotel properties. 

The National Secretariat for Infor- 
mation, Popular Culture, and Tourism, 
a bureau of the Ministry of the Presi- 
dency, will have authority in making 
decisions, and its existing authority 
in connection with the operation of 
tourist hotels and related establish- 
ments has been strengthened. The 
Secretariat exercises authority by 
granting or withholding operating li- 
censes, by determining the classifica- 
tion of hotels for purposes of carry- 
ing out the provisions of the new law, 
etc. 


Although foreign private investment 
in the hotel industry is not specifi- 
cally mentioned in this law, there are 
no provisions which appear to ex- 
clude foreign investors from obtaining 
benefits with respect to approved ex- 
isting tourist establishments or new 
hotel enterprises. Existing or pros- 
pective investors in tourist hotels or 
related establishments may apply to 
the Secretariat for determination of 
their eligibility for special advantages 
under the new measure.—Emb., Lis- 
bon. 





New Power Plant Opens in 
Mexico; Expansions Planned 


The acute power shortage in Cen- 
tral Mexico and Guadalajara areas 
has been relieved by the start of the 
rainy season and inauguration of the 
Federal Electricity Commission’s 25,- 
000-kilowatt hydroelectric plant at 
Cobano. 

The thermoelectric plant of three 
5,000-kilowatt steam turbogenerator 
units of the Nueva Compania Elec- 
trica Chapala probably will not be in- 
stalled in time to meet the dry 
weather demand of January of next 
year. 

The Mexican Light and Power Co. 
floated an issue of securities totaling 
the equivalent of US$1 million, and 
for the first time in many years local 
capital showed an interest in public 
utility stock. The company announced 
a 10-year expansion plan which will 
require an expenditure of about 
US$100 million. 

The American and Foreign Power 
Co. has, subject to Government ap- 
proval, tentatively reorganized its 17 
companies into three major and three 
minor companies and has submitted 
plans for spending more than US$30 
million in system expansions. Plans 
have also been made for intercon- 
necting the Mexican Light and the 
American and Foreign Power central 
(Guanajuato) systems, which will as- 
sure the latter the necessary energy 
for the next 2 or 3 years. 


Aviation in Canada 


Shows New Progress 


Canadian air traffic was at a high 
level in 1954 and the first quarter of 
1955, and the airlines have netted 
profits. 

Trans Canada Airlines announced 
earnings of about $0.5 million for 
1954, the fourth year for which a 
profit has been reported. During the 
first quarter of 1955 its domestic and 
international traffic, except to Mex- 
ico, continued at a high level. 

The first deliveries of an order of 22 
Viscount aircraft were received by 
TCA and introduced into domestic 
service on April 1—Montreal-Winni- 
peg—and into international service on 
April 4—Toronto-New York. 

Canadian Pacific Airlines’ financial 
results for 1954 are not available in 
detail but the parent railroad com- 
pany (CPR) has reported receiving a 
$400,000 “dividend” from CPAL. Gov- 
ernment approval having been grant- 
ed for CPAL transpolar service be- 
tween Vancouver and Amsterdam, 
regular weekly service on this route 
was expected to begin, using DC-6B 
aircraft, in mid-June. 

Canada’s nonscheduled air carriers 
were active during the first quarter of 
1955 in carrying supplies for the 
northern radar network, the DEW 
line. Additional aircraft were pur- 
chased for this project and arrange- 
ments made for the lease and sub- 
contract of U. S. aircraft from U. 8. 
irregular operators. U.S. aircraft par- 
ticipation should be beneficial in that 
Canada can avoid overexpansion of 
equipment for the comparatively 
short-term DEW line project.—Emb., 
Ottawa. 





Visitors to New Brunswick 
Spent $15 Million in ‘54 
New Brunswick is continuing its 
consistent postwar tourist expansion. 
Known largely as a region of fish and 
game, New Brunswick, through skill- 
fully directed advertising, now is also 
rapidly becoming known for its other 
tourist attractions, including scenic 
beauty, and 600 miles of clean, sandy 
beaches. Modern motel and cabin ac- 
commodations are steadily increasing. 


An estimated 750,000 tourists spent 
$15 million in New Brunswick in 1954. 
In addition, the allied industries, such 
as handicrafts and sales of farm and 
garden produce to caterers, added 
several hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars to the Province’s economy.— 
Emb., Havana. 





Exports of vegetable and fish oils 
from Angola in 1954 totaled 41,347 
and 12,584 short tons, respectively, in 
1954 as compared with 42,398 and 
9,189 tons in the preceding year. 
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Italy Increases Aid 
To Civil Air Service 


The most significant development 
in Italian air transport the second 
quarter of the year was the growing 
awareness of the Italian Government 
and the public of the importance of 
civil air transport to the country’s 
economy. Support is increasing, al- 
though it is small in relation to that 
extended to the State-owned railways 
and to the Merchant Marine. 

Substantial funds were appropriated 
in the quarter, for completion of 
Rome’s new international airport at 
Fiumiccino, to cost about 28 billion 
lire. To insure maximum efficiency of 
this airport, the Italian Government 
asked for and received the services of 
a U. S. consultant to go over plans 
for installations and it is hoped that 
the port will be in partial operation 
in the late summer of 1956. 

Government appropriations also 
have been obtained for construction 
of new airports at Venice and Pa- 
lermo and for improvement of several 
secondary airports on the Peninsula. 

The present Ciampino airport is in- 
adequate to support the increasing 
traffic; in fact, in summer the sat- 
uration point is nearly reached. Pas- 
senger handling improved substan- 
tially in June as a result of comple- 
tion of the terminal building at 
Ciampino West, where the greater 
part of the traffic is concentrated. 

One principal deterrent to the im- 
mediate expansion of domestic air 
service in Italy is its high cost. In 
June, however, rates on several do- 
mestic services—to island possessions 
and to underdeveloped areas in South- 
ern Italy—were reduced to approxi- 
mately the cost of first-class rail fare, 
and thereby increased the potential 
for those areas. 


Transatlantic Traffic Increases 


The uptrend in air traffic, for both 
Italian and foreign carriers, continued 
in the second quarter. Spring-summer 
transatlantic schedules were increased 
more or less on the basis of an antici- 
pated increase in tourist traffic of ap- 
proximately 15 percent over last year, 
but this estimate appears to have been 
conservative. 

The summer schedule for U. S. car- 
riers totals 37 flights weekly in both 
directions—25 by TWA and 12 by PAA 
—as compared with 34 flights in the 
same similar period of last year. PAA 
reports a substantial increase in its 
relatively low payload, and TWA, 
which consistently maintains a high 
load factor, has operated most of its 
services at near capacity. 

The Italian carrier LAI has shown 
a spectacular increase in dollar earn- 
ing, transatlantic traffic jumping 40 
percent in the first 4 months of the 
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year as compared with the similar pe- 
riod of 1954. The company’s overall 
transatlantic load factor is, however, 
still below 60 per cent, a matter of 
concern to the Italian Government, 
and domestic service shows only a 10- 
percent increase. Nevertheless, the 
company in 1954 for the first time 
showed a slight profit, a noteworthy 
fact, as it does not receive a Govern- 
ment subsidy and is short of modern 
equipment. 

ALITALIA, by all accounts, is doing 
well, although no accurate data are 
yet available. If this carrier succeeds 
in purchasing additional four-engine 
equipment for its South American 
service, its competitive position will 
be substantially strengthened. 





New Tourist Centers 
Planned for Egypt 


The Societe Anonyme Egyptienne 
pour l’Urbanisation et la Valorisation 
Touristique de Montazah et Mokat- 
tam, known as Montazah-Mokattam, 
under concessions granted by the 
Government of Egypt, has already 
opened a small hotel of 33 rooms in 
the Salamlik of the Montazah Palace. 
It also is bringing to completion 200 
cabins for overnight use and 2,000 
cabanas for day use in the Montazah 
area. Ground leveling and _ “street 
planning operations have been started 
on the Mokattam Plateau, behind the 
Citadel of Cairo. 


The Government on November 9, 
1954, granted concessions to the Egyp- 
tian Land and Buildings Co., S.A.E., 
for development of a tourist center 
in the region of Montazah and 
Maamourah, in the vicinity of Alexan- 
dria, including the Montazah Palace 
and its grounds, for a period of 25 
years, and for the establishment of 
a city and tourist facilities in the 
Mokattam hills, to the east of Cairo, 
for a period of 30 years. 


In December these concessions, ex- 
cluding that part relating to the 
Maamourah area, were reassigned, by 
the Land and Buildings Company, 
with the approval of the Government, 
to three people of Italian nationality, 
and they in turn established the 
parent company Montazah-Mokattam, 
and a subsidiary company, Societe 
Egyptienne de Development et d’en- 
terprises Touristiques, SAE. 
(SEDET), to develop the concessions. 

Montazah-Mokattam will undertake 
the actual construction and develop- 
ment of the two regions, including 
roadbuilding, installation of electric 
and water systems, construction of 
a funicular railway from the Ezbekiah 
Gardens in Cairo to the Mokattam 
hills, and construction of hotels, 
casinos, and restaurants, and SEDET 
will operate the hotels, casinos, and 
restaurants.—Emb., Cairo. 
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Pan American Adds to 
Cargo, Tourist Flights 


All-cargo flights operated between 
the United States and Europe by the 
Pan American World Airways System 
will be increased from 8 flights a wee, 
in both directions to 12 beginning with 
the October 30 timetable, the airline 
has announced. The addition of j 
flight on August 26 and another ip 
late September will bring Pan Ameri- 
can’s cargo schedule to the highest 
point in its history, the company re. 
ports. 


Pan American passenger services 
also are being changed. Beginning 
September 30, first-class service to 
Bermuda will be resumed with a Super 
Stratocruiser leaving New York each 
Friday at 4:45 p. m. and returning 
from Bermuda Sunday night. The new 
flight supplements the line’s existing 
tourist service between New York and 
Bermuda. 


More nonstop flights are being in- 
cluded in transatlantic schedules as 
a result of the addition of 7 new 353- 
mile-per-hour DC-7B’s. In the fall and 
winter schedules, Super Stratocruisers 
will be confined to London and Paris 
hauls emanating in Rome, while daily 
DC-7B service will be initated to Paris 
and Rome. The new planes will also 
be used to Beirut and Teheran. 

DC-6B service is being extended 
from Frankfurt, Germany, to Munich 
and Vienna. DC-6B’s also will fly in 


dual configuration for the first time 
to Prestwick, Scotland, and London. 
On the mid-Atlantic and South 


Africa routes, flying time from New 
York to Johannesburg will be reduced 
to 37 hours, through elimination of 
stops at Roberts Field, Liberia, and 
Accra. 
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U. K., France To Have 
New Air-Bus Service 


A new type of combination bus-air 
e will be inaugurated between 
the United Kingdom and the Conti- 
nent in September. Skyways, Ltd., one 
of the largest British independent air 
rators, has received the approval 
of United Kingdom and French Gov- 
emments to operate up to 21 daily 
shuttle services across the Channel 
petween Lympne, England, and Beau- 
yais, France, as an integral part of 
this service has arranged with bus 
companies in both countries for direct 
connections. 

Passengers will be sold through 
tickets from British points to ultimate 
destinations on the Continent and 
yice versa. Initial emphasis will be on 
London-Paris sales. The service will 
be entirely nonluxury and round-trip 
fares will be lower than rail fares. For 
example, the charge for London-Paris 
and return is to be £8.15.0 (US$24.50), 
compared with the second-class rail 
fare of £12.0.0 (US$33.60). Even third- 
class rail is more than £8.15.0. The 
London-Paris roundtrip air-tourist 
fare is £15.9.3 (US$43.30). 

Skyways hopes by next year to offer 
flights with corresponding bus con- 
nections approximately every half 
hour during the day and every 2 hours 








India’s Mayurakashi 
Project Is Completed 


India’s Mayurakashi project, which 
covers an area of 1,400 square miles, 
has been completed and _ irrigation 
was to have begun in July. 

The canal system of the project 
covers 1,060 miles and includes about 
1200 canal structures—falls, regu- 
lators, aqueducts, and inlets. 

The electrical output of the project, 
4000-kilowatt seasonal and 2,000-kil- 
owatt firm, will supply power to 
several existing towns, the Community 
Development Blocks in West Bengal, 
one block in Bihar, and selected rural 
areas in both States. 

Seasonal power is to be utilized for 
direct lift irrigation from the canals 
which cannot be reached by gravity 
flow. To even out seasonal variations, 
the Mayurakashi grid is being linked 
with the DVC grid at Pandevaswar. 

Crop-cutting experiments over 40,000 
acres of irrigated land in 1954 indi- 
cate that paddy yield will increase 
about 6 maunds (1 maund=82 2/7 
pounds) per acre with proper irriga- 
tion. It is estimated that the eventual 
yield will increase by about 14 maunds 
an acre. This will mean about 310,000 
tons of extra paddy and 1 million tons 
of extra straw, valued at about 90 
million rupees (1 rupee=approxi- 
mately US$0.21). 
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during the night between Lympne 
and Beauvais. The airline initially 
will use DC-3 aircraft, but it expects 
that with reasonable load factors it 
will build up sufficient reserves within 
3 years to permit the purchase of new 
equipment. 


War Risk Interim 
Binders Extended 


All war risk binders may be extend- 
ed for 2 years by payment on the part 
of binder holders of 50 percent of the 
fee originally paid, the Maritime Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, has announced. The bind- 
er fees upon renewal will be war risk 
hull, $50, except vessels under 500 
tons, which are $12.50; war risk pro- 
tection and indemnity, $12.50; and 
war risk second seamen’s, $37.50. 


New applicants will be required to 
pay the full binder fees originally as- 
sessed. 

Applications for binders or renewals 
may be obtained from the American 
War Risk Agency, 99 John Street, New 
York, N. Y., agent of the Maritime 
Administration for this program. 

The war risk insurance binders 
written by the Maritime Administra- 
tion provide for the substitution of 
Government coverage for the com- 
mercial insurance protection which 
would be canceled in the event of war. 

Ships of the American merchant 
marine and certain foreign-flag ves- 
sels which have not heretofore been 
covered by this form of insurance may 
still apply for the protection, the 
Maritime Administration said. 








French Airmail Service Sets 
Perfect Regularity Record 


One hundred percent regularity in 
services during 1954 was achieved by 
the Metropolitan Airmail Service of Air 
France—Centre d’Exploitation Postale 
Metropolitain d’Air France—which op- 
erates for the French Ministry of 
Posts, Telegraph, and Telephone a 
night airmail service within metro- 
politan France. 

Operations involved 5,980 night 
landings, including 129 landings under 
conditions of “no visibility,” in the 
carriage of 5,007,117 kilograms of mail, 
or about 715 million letters, according 
to the organization’s statement on 1954 
operations. 

This airmail service continues to be 
maintained with 8 DC-3 aircraft; 11 
pilots, 10 radio operators, and 11 me- 
chanics. 

Although no new airmail services 
within France have been established 
recently, it is understood that consid- 
eration is being given to further ex- 
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Civil Aviation Shows 


Expansion in Ecuador 


Civil aviation operations in Ecua- 
dor experienced further notable 
growth in 1954. 

The Netherlands airline KLM initi- 
ated international services to and from 
Guayaquil and a civil air agreement 
was later concluded with the Nether- 
lands. The Honduran airline TAN also 
began flights into Ecuador. The 
American Airline Panagra inaugurated 
DC-6 flights into Quito as temporary 
improvements were made on runways, 
the terminal building was enlarged, 
and traffic facilities improved. Both 
passenger and freight traffic showed 
continued expansion. 


In January the Export-Import 
Bank authorized a loan $2.5 million 
for extension improvements of the 
runways and certain other facilities 
of the Quito and Guayaquil airports. 
The contract for these projects later 
was awarded to an American firm. 
Another American firm prepared the 
final plans and specifications, based 
on earlier studies carried out by the 
former Chief of the Civil Aeronautics 
Mission to Ecuador, and was em- 
ployed to supervise the construction. 


While the general trend in civil 
air operations continued upward, the 
fortunes of the largest Ecuadoran 
airline, AREA, were running in the 
opposite direction. It was finally 
compelled to eliminate its interna- 
tional flights and to curtail consider- 
ably its internal operations. Its in- 
ternal traffic, though still substantial, 
was being cut into by foreign airline 
competition, especially on the profit- 
able Quito-Guayaquil run, as well as 
by increased competition of smaller 
Ecuadoran lines. 


In mid-1954 Ecuador subscribed to 
the International Civil Aviation Con- 
vention, concluded in Chicago in 1944, 
and approximately a year later 
formally became a member of ICAO 
upon deposit of its ratification of the 
Chicago Convention. 





tensions, including services to Brest 
and Strasbourg—westward and east- 
ward from Paris, respectively; exist- 
ing services are all southward. No 
credits have yet been provided for new 
equipment, although the use of faster 
aircraft, capable of daytime passenger 
service in addition to night airmail 
operations, has been suggested. 


One obstacle to implementation of 
this idea is the tax on gasoline used 
in domestic French air service. Al- 
though the remission of this tax for 
internal air services within France 
reportedly has been decided “in prin- 
ciple” by the French Government, de- 
tailed procedures for such remission 
have, it is understood, not yet been 
agreed upon. 








UTILITIES AND SERVICES 












u 


The only passenger vessel service 
between Madras, India, and Rangoon, 
Burma—suspended in June by the 
Scindia Steam Navigation Co.—is to 
be resumed by the third week of Au- 
gust. The old SS. Jalagopal, operat- 
ing this route, will be replaced by the 
SS. Sonavati—Emb., Rangoon. 





The Brazilian airline Empresa de 
Viacao Aerea Rio Grandeuse (VARIG) 
has inaugurated air service between 
Rio de Janeiro and New York, with a 
stop at Ciudad Trujillo. 

Pan American World Airways also 
has been authorized to render non- 
stop service between New York and 
Ciudad Trujillo. These are the first 
direct air services between the Do- 
minican Republic and New York. 





Linea Aerea de Transporte Nacional 
(LATN), Paraguay, has announced the 
arrival of a reconditioned PBY air- 
craft, first of 3 on order, which will be 
used in a regular service to be insti- 
tuted between Asuncion and upriver 
ports. LATN, profit-making operation 
of the Paraguayan Government, in the 
past has offered primarily charter 
service. 





West African Airways has inaugu- 
rated a twin-engined Viking aircraft 
passenger service between London 
and Tiko, Southern Cameroons, pri- 
marily to meet the requirements of 
the Cameroons Development Corpora- 
tion. 





French-German discussions regard- 
ing canalization of the Moselle have 
caused some concern in Belgium about 
the possible adverse influence of this 
project on use of the port of Antwerp 
and Belgian railroads by French steel 
exporters. 

It was suggested in the Belgian 
press that a canal project connecting 
the Meuse at Sedan and the Moselle 
at Wasserbillig (Luxembourg) through 
the valleys of the Chiers and the Vire 
might work to Belgian advantage 
should the Moselle canalization proj- 
ect go through.—Emb., Brussels. 





Helicopter service between Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, and Malmo, Sweden, 
has been discontinued 1 month earlier 
than was originally planned, because 
of high operating costs, the Danish 
press reports. 

However, Ostermanns Aero, the 
company which inaugurated this serv- 
ice in cooperation with SAS, has not 
permanently given up the helicopter 
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TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES _ 


service between Copenhagen and 
Malmo. The company, recognizing 
that it is too expensive at present, 
will await a reduction in helicopter 
prices, which in turn will allow a 
reduction in ticket prices. Prices of 
28 kroner for one-way trips and 50 
kroner for round trips resulted in only 
50-percent utilization of the space 
available. 





Turkish plans to develop tourist 
facilities in the Lake Abant area, 
about 20 miles from Bolu—a joint 
Government and private enterprise 
estimated to cost more than 20 million 
Turkish pounds (US$1,140,000)—have 
been announced by the Governor of 
Bolu, Celal Unseli, who emphasized 
the importance of tourism as a future 
source of revenue. 

Plans include a 50-room, lodgelike 
hotel which was scheduled to open in 
July, individual cabins, camp areas, 
and piers for swimming and boating. 

The road from the Istanbul-Ankara 
highway to the lake is being improved. 

Although this recreation area will 
be designed to attract Turkish tour- 
ists, it is hoped that when additional 
facilities, such as improved telephone 
service, are installed, international 
tourists also will be attracted—Cons., 
Istanbul. 





Indonesian Businessmen .. . 
(Continued from page 17) 


the American-Indonesian Chamber of 
Commerce; and Paul E. Pauly, from 
BFC, as chairman. 

U. S. Government participation in 
international trade fairs serves the 
two-fold purpose of promoting foreign 
trade and upholding American pres- 
tige abroad. 

Trade missions of specialists from 
business and Government are sent 
overseas by BFC to advise and consult 
with foreign businessmen, trade 
groups, and foreign government offi- 
cials concerning trade channels and 
practices, before the opening of each 
international trade fair in which the 
United States participates. During 
each fair, the mission staffs the U. S. 
Trade Information Center—a recep- 
tion center where foreign businessmen 
can obtain on-the-spot answers to 
their questions on U. S. markets. 

Businessmen interested in partici- 
pating in trade missions to interna- 
tional trade fairs abroad may obtain 
complete information from the Office 
of Intelligence and Services, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or any Department Field Office. 


—, 


U. S. Merchant Flee; 


Shows Net Increase 


There were 1,162 vessels of 109 
gross tons and over in the 
oceangoing U. S. merchant fleet op 
August 1, according to the Mer 
Marine Data Sheet released by the 
Maritime Administration, U. §, De. 
partment of Commerce. 

This figure does not include pn. 
vately owned vessels temporarily jp. 
active, or Government-owned veggels 
employed in loading grain for storage 
or undergoing repairs. 

There were 123 Government-owneg 
and 1,039 privately owned ships in ae. 
tive service. A net increase of 2 yey. 
sels was shown in the privately owned 
fleet with the purchase of 2 Gover. 
ment-owned Mariner vessels 
Oceanic Steamship Co. The addition 
of a new tanker was balanced by the 
scrapping of an old tanker. The pr 
vately owned active fleet, however, 
was smaller by 1 freighter and 2 tank. 
ers than in the preceding month. 

The Government’s fleet had a net 
loss of 2 vessels by the sale of the 
Mariners. One vessel was declared gur- 
plus by the Navy and placed in the 
reserve fleet, but another reserve-fleet 
ship was transferred to permanent 
Navy custody. The active Government 
fleet increased by 2 freighters placed 
in operation for the Military Sea 
Transportation Service. 


Delivery of a private tanker and 
placing of a contract for conversion 
work on the 2 Oceanic ships brought 
to 24 the total of vessels being built or 
under conversion. 


Ceylon Railway Operating 
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Deficit Down in 1953-54 


The only railway nm Ceylon, which 
is Government-owned and operated, 
had a revenue of 73.4 million rupees 
in 1953-54, compared with expen- 
ditures of 81.6 million, making & 
deficit of 8.2 million rupees, down from 
a deficit of 15.4 million incurred in 
1952-53. 

This is the eighth ‘successive year 
in which the income of the railroad 
has not been sufficient to meet the 
expenditure. Although passenger? 
earnings declined by 3 million rupees, 
freight earnings increased by almost 
4 million over the previous fiscal year, 
and this gain was the principal con- 
tributor to the increase in revenue, 

Only 18 million passengers €%- 
clusive of season ticket holders, were 
carried, compared with 26 million 
in 1952-53, a drop of 8 million. Re- 
ceipts from this traffic declined to 
23 million rupees. Season tickets is- 
sued declined 48,00 to 468,000 with @ 
corresponding decline of 6 million in 
the receipts. 
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Dia Ceylon Shirt Firm 
locates Near Colombo 


A new company, the Dia Ceylon 
shirt Co., Ltd., has been organized in 
Ceylon by the Toyo Spinning Co., Ltd. 
(Toyobo), Japan, and De Soysa & Co., 
Colombo, press reports state. 

The new firm will manufacture the 
Dia shirt, now being made in Japan 
py Toyo and sold in Ceylon by De 


Soysa. 

The plant, to be located at Ratma- 
jana, on the outskirts of Colombo, 
will have an estimated initial pro- 
duction of 20,000 shirts a month. After 
the company begins operations it 
reportedly will study the possibility 
of expanding shirt production and 
manufacturing of other textile prod- 
ucts. 

By agreement, the Japanese firm is 
to supply the cloth, and technical 
personnel to operate the plant and 
to train local employees. A royalty 
will be paid the Japanese firm for the 
use of its trade name. 

The authorized and subscribed cap- 
ital of the company is 400,000 rupees, 
or US$84,000, divided into 40,000 
shares, with the De Soysa company 
holding 70 percent and the Japanese 
firm the remainder of which a large 
part will be in the form of machinery. 


Finance Firm Organized in 
Caracas To Handle Auto Sales 


A new finance company, Venezolana 
de Financiamiento, S. A—to be known 
as VEFISA—has been incorporated in 
Caracas with capitalization provided 
by Venezuelan, United States, and 
Canadian private-capital groups. 

It will engage initially in financing 
service for automobile and other 
motor-vehicle dealers, including the 
handling of installment sales and 
extension of credit for wholesale pur- 
chases. 


VEFISA is the first company organ- 
ized in Venezuela to handle retail 
financing of automobile sales. Indi- 
vidual automobile dealers heretofore 
have been responsible for such credit 
themselves, with some _ short-term 
credit assistance from local banks. 

Automobiles are now being sold on 
installment terms of 20 to 24 months 
by nearly all dealers. One prominent 
dealer, however, is granting terms up 
to 30 months. 

Venezuela therefore offers a good 
field for automobile financing, and it 
is understood that at least one other 
retail finance company is _ being 
formed by joint Venezuelan and Amer- 
ican capital. 
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U. S. Coal Exports Still Rise 


Oversea shipments of U. S. coal through U. S. ports in July 1955 
amounted to 2,745,367 gross tons, an increase of 162,787 gross tons com- 


pared with June exports. 


These shipments represent the largest exports of coal since March 
1952, when 2,996,933 gross tons were shipped. 
July exports from the various ports, by country of destination, are 


shown in the following table: 


{In gross tons] 












































Country of ___ Philadelphia Baltimore Hampton Rds. Mobile 
destination Anthracite Bituminous Bituminous Bituminous Bituminous Totals 
BEE, pccesveseceesens “bespeane " Teehauuee 10,063 , ere ae 47,038 
DR. cab vccceiccntn 20000nee - | Sheen ease eee Tae.” 48s eee 71,834 
rrr ee ee et eee pS eee 35,813 
OE. ccusvesustsemhas, 2¢enbers,». .ehereneleoee Gee... ath enane 55,881 
UE. dc occctecsénees § seseteve. .. «eeenune eee are 9,990 
I x, cc arnasismee» éacetube 4" cabewaet 114,719 Se. |. tcee dee 485,001 
COUN Veccccochuvschses *aeeuhas OC Uteeesea" > (eee ae  wderveee 15,326 
DE enevevewresoweedes Ce vewwenns 41,890 ARE... wkindaenn 472,582 
ere See iC Ko wackeuns 53,889 Saaee . ~ casttepn 416,077 
PE so ccxeuncteneeces . aeaecee® . Ssanteen? — See aes Sesnater 231 
A Ee eS ae eee SURGES... . dvedxems ). A eee eee 10,013 
ae eo eT eee a ee Ff ree ee :775 
SE. ssccrcouscvessan seneseus 2 otcueeee | | ee Oise | evdebews 23,186 
Te TEE su cae’ ‘sashvecw'' Sehdeete 57,058 See is bbc cecen 525,660 
WEE <5 bib ccebeeta  ¢ireeaee? Akabee 18,714 | ee rs 140,678 
GT ns wabtnabkcegieceds. 200%Shseu cee IB DOO atecc des) | teen 8,505 
Total Europe ....... ee AS 324,851 eee yee 2,377,590 
DE si vance xsdeawns’,? aeteede eae 9,958 75,042 11,380 96,380 
er ae te reese ey 9,546 621 10,167 
aE, aaron gE eieted GA lkkcesead | Cedeaaee ckeeuee eee 4,426 
PL» oc redunvectcce! «¢0beeen,  saasseee .. —Eieee | ee AA ree 2,018 
WN noc ken necndias. Gevsenne  )éskeeeee | eee ie Ree eee 17,082 
Total Latin America Gee: ~~ adebewen 9,958 103,688 12,001 130,073 
RNG Kk wean xs « ie 2,149 MR Ciogé@ebk a dy ike eh eee 2,332 
SE ich oe attemade sa oe 5, Madani. Sierennene 23,487 | ee ey 155,787 
TEOUOER. oc Aiccccvsciccses, seoveseen taaeenece”( >. LARDEEIE EE 79,585 79,585 
Total all others...... 2,149 183 23,487 132,300 79,585 237,704 
Grand total ...... 34,552 183 358,296 2,260,750 91,586 2,745,367 


Source: Association of American Railroads. 





Draft Debts ... 
(Continued from Page 4) 


Mexico totaled $4.8 million, the high- 
est since April 1954. 


Drafts Paid Lower 


The dollar amount of drafts paid 
totaled $32.5 million, $3.4 million less 
than in June. Four countries—Argen- 
tina, Colombia, Mexico, and Uruguay 
—increased the volume of drafts paid, 
while Brazil, Cuba, Peru, and Vene- 
zuela made substantially lower pay- 
ments. 

The outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters to Latin America declined 
slightly during July to $144.5 mil- 
lion. Outstandings against Argentina 
dropped sharply to $29 million, the 
first reduction in 6 months, while out- 
standing letters of credit against Bo- 
livia—$1.4 million—were the lowest 
since March 1954. Outstandings 
against Colombia, on the other hand, 
rose $3.3 million, and those against 
Venezuela $3.1 million. Noticeably 
larger outstandings against Chile, 
Cuba, and Peru also were reported. 


British Automotive Production 
Reaches Highest Peak in ‘55 


Alltime peak production was reached 
by British motor-vehicle manufac- 
turers in the first 6 months of 1955. 

Output totaled 460,740 passenger 
cars and 165,758 trucks and buses, 
compared with 379,480 and 128,394 
units, respectively, in like months of 
1954. 

In spite of the dock strike which 
began late in May and continued into 
the beginning of July, exports in the 
first 6 months of 1955 increased to 
200,360 passenger cars and 78,007 
trucks and buses from 187,939 pas- 
senger cars and 65,895 trucks and 
buses in the correspdnding period of 
1954. 





Venezuela’s imports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco totaled 300,000 
pounds in the first quarter of 1955, 
as compared with 100,000 pounds in 
the corresponding period of 1954, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Imports of U. S. leaf are increasing 
and account for about 60 percent of 
the total imports. 
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U. S. and Iran Sign 
New Treaty in Tehran 


A treaty of amity and economic re- 
lations and consular rights between 
the United States and Iran was signed 
August 15 in Tehran, the U. S. De- 
partment of State has announced. 

The new treaty affirms the friendly 
and cooperative spirit that prevails 
in relations between the two countries, 
and its broad and liberal provisions 
establish a set of principles to govern 
basic economic relations between the 
two countries and to direct the future 
development of those relations along 
mutually beneficial lines, the State 
Department said. 

The treaty, containing 23 articles, 
covers the same wide range of subject 
matter, in condensed form, as the 
various other treaties of friendship, 
commerce, and navigation which the 
United States has entered into in re- 
cent years. Like them, it contains 
provisions relating to basic personal 
freedoms, the protection of persons 
and property, taxation, exchange reg- 
ulations, the treatment of imports and 
exports, navigation, and other mat- 
ters affecting the status and activi- 
ties of citizens and enterprises of one 
country within the territories of the 
other. The treaty also contains pro- 
visions setting forth in general terms 
the treatment to be accorded to dip- 
lomatic and consular officers. 


Iran’s Economy Aided 


From the standpoint of aiding the 
economic interests of Iran, the treaty 
represents another step in the de- 
velopment of that country’s forward- 
looking plans for promoting economic 
development and improving the wel- 
fare of its people by various means. 

The U. S. program for the negotia- 
tion of treaties of this general type 
is an integral part of this country’s 
policy for the furtherance of liberal 


principles of trade and economic re- 
lations, and particularly for creating, 
throughout the world, conditions fa- 
vorable to economic development. 
The treaty is the thirteenth in this 
series of treaties which the United 
states has signed since World War II. 
The treaty will be transmitted as 
soon as possible to the U. S. Senate 
for advice and consent to ratification, 
and when the ratification processes 
of both countries have been com- 
pleted, will enter into force 1 month 
after the exchange of ratifications. 


Modern Methods To 
Help Ancient Crafts 


For the first time, American tech- 
niques of designing to increase sales 
will be brought directly and personally 
to craftsmen in a number of non- 
industrialized countries, under a new 
program made public by the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration. 

ICA has announced the signing of 
contracts with five U. S. industrial 
design firms which will provide tech- 
nical assistance in product design and 
marketing in such widely separated 
countries as Viet Nam, India, Korea, 
and Egypt. 

All the countries to be assisted are 
rich in traditional crafts, such as rug 
making; weaving; pottery, leather, 
wood, and metal craft, ICA said. 
Many of these skills have been handed 
down from generation to generation 
almost unchanged for centuries. But 
these craftsmen do not produce house- 
hold products that are urgently 
needed locally, and much of their ex- 
portable output has little foreign ap- 
peal except as curios and souvenirs. 

ICA has turned to American in- 
dustrial designers to assist the coun- 
tries in discovering new fields in which 
native skills can be applied profitably, 
work with craftsmen in redesigning 





ee 


their products to take advantage of 
these opportunities and advise as to 
tools and methods which will increase 
output. Counsel on finance, export 
and marketing methods also is in- 
cluded in the project. 


Five industrial design organizations, 
located in four widely spaced cities, 
were selected for their knowledge of 
product development for small-scale 
industry and their experience in 
adapting products of many kinds to 
satisfy prevailing market needs. 

Peter Muller-Munk, Pittsburgh, 
South Asia; Russell Wright Associates, 
New York, Far East; Walter Dorwin 


Teague Associates, New York, Near 
East; Dave Chapman Design Research, 
Inc., Chicago, Latin America; and 


Smith, Scherr and McDermott, Akron, 
Ohio, for a home industry and handi- 
craft survey in Korea. 


Their representatives will make 
visits to nonindustrialized countries 
in their assigned areas for on-the- 
spot studies. While some designs or 
models may be developed in this 


country, the major tasks will be per- 
formed personally with craftsmen who 
are found to be most promising. 
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